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Suruchi endeavor in Skill/ Entrepreneur Development Domain 
 

Diploma in Dairy Technology (DDT) in alli-
ance with IGNOU 

Study Center authorized by School of Agriculture In-
dira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) Details 
as below: 

Academy of Dairy Skill Development (ADSkiD) 
Unit of Suruchi Consultants 
C-49, Sector-65, Noida U.P – 201307 
SC/PSC Code: 39018P 
Prog. In-charge: Mr. Sanjay Singhal 
Contact no. : +91-0120+4370845 
Email:  adskid39018p@gmail.com  

 
New admissions are closed  
  

Indian Dairy Map 2017 launched on 27th Oc-
tober, at Pune. 

Aspiring entrepreneurs might attend our in-
troductory session (Free) on how to set up 
dairy farm and plant on every 4thSaturday of 
Every month from 2 PM to 5 PM, Prior regis-
tration is must and for that contact our of-
fice. 
For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

  60th Dairy Entrepreneurship Development 
Program (DEDP) at Suruchi Consultants, C-
49, Sec-65, Noida.  Date will be announced 
soon. 

For more information please follow the link:  

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/3_58th%20DEDP%20MAy_june_2019.pdf 

4th Practical Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Program (PDEDP) at Suruchi 

Consultants, C-49, Sec-65, Noida, Dates will 
be announced soon. 

For more information please follow the link:  

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/train-
ing/9_14092019_PdEDP_brochure.pdf 

Dairy Startup Sensitization Program from 
farm to table in Noida. On 21st December, 
2019 
 

For more information please follow the link: 

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/training/8_21122019_DSSP.pdf 

Suruchi has launched Online Dairy Entrepre-
neurship Development Program (ODEDP). It 
is 12 weeks program. Registrations are open 
till 31st December, 2019. 

Watch-
Video:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
5iS432VlGc8&t=42s 

For more information please visit on website 
http://skilldairy.com/ 

7th Regional Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-

ment Program (RDEDP) Dates will be an-
nounced soon. 

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/1_7th%20RDEDP%20Brochure.pdf 

Mandatory training “Food Saftey Supervisor” for 
dairy sector as per FSSAI is being organised in the 
of  2019 which date will be announced very soon.
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Indian News 

‘Scam in procurement of milk from Karnataka’ 
Dec 31, 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/goa/scam-in-procurement-of-milk-from-karnataka/arti-

cleshow/73037956.cms 

arcaim MLA Ramkrishna Dhavalikar 

has alleged a scam in procurement 

of milk from outside the state. Goa 

Dairy procures around 60,000 liter of milk from 

local farmers at Rs 33 per liter and a tanker of 

around 12,000 liter of milk from Karnataka at Rs 

36 per liter while milk from Maharashtra is 

available at Rs 30 per liter. “Where is this Rs 6 

per liter going?” he questioned. TNN 

 

Modi govt backs cow dung-based farming. Now its own officials call it a ‘myth’ 
30 December, 2019 9:33 am IST 

https://theprint.in/economy/modi-govt-backs-cow-dung-based-farming-now-its-own-officials-call-it-a-

myth/341696/ 

ew Delhi: Top serving and retired gov-

ernment officials, agriculture scientists 

and policymakers have warned that 

the zero budget natural farming (ZBNF) method, 

actively promoted by the Modi government, 

could lead to severe food shortage in the coun-

try.  

The ZBNF is a low-cost farming method pro-

pounded by the 2016 Padma Shri awardee Sub-

hash Palekar. It involves the application of a 

mixture of fresh indigenous cow dung and urine 

along with jaggery, pulses and flour on the soil 

to be cultivated.  

But a policy paper published by the National 

Academy of Agricultural Sciences (NAAS), a gov-

ernment-funded science agency, in the first 

week of December has warned that the ZBNF 

method, if adopted widely, is likely to result in a 

significant drop of national food grain produc-

tion over the years. 

“Even a drop below the half mark, with increas-

ing pressures of climate change could lead India 

to severe food shortages,” states the the paper 

titled Zero Budget Natural Farming — A myth or 

reality.  

The paper, which has contributions from Tri-

lochan Mahapatra, secretary, Department of 

Agricultural Research and Education, Ministry of 

Agriculture; and Ramesh Chand, NITI Aayog 

member, describes ZBNF as a “myth” that is not 

supported by science. 

It further states that the ZBNF method had 

been practiced in the pre-Independence period, 

and had led to multiple famines then. 

The paper points out that one-fourth of the 

world’s hungry and 40 per cent of the world’s 

undernourished, stunted, and wasted children 

live in India. On the other hand, increasing in-

come, especially of 80 per cent of small and 

marginal and resource-poor farmers is also a big 

challenge.  

In such a scenario, the paper states that if all 

the production zones of the country adopted 

ZBNF, it would lead to “massive damage to the 

hard-earned knowledge and benefits of agricul-

tural R&D earned over the last 70 years”. 

The paper has been prepared with contribu-

tions from 62 serving and former government 

officials, agriculture scientists and academics 

from the sector. 
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It comes on the back of the Modi government 

actively promoting the ZBNF method. In her 

Budget speech on 5 July, Union Finance Minis-

ter Nirmala Sitharaman referred to the ZBNF 

and said such steps can help in “doubling our 

farmers’ income in time for our 75th year of In-

dependence” 

 

Milk safety: Feed producers told to meet BIS’ mark 
30th December 2019 05:41 AM  

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2019/dec/30/milk-safety-feed-producers-told-to-meet-

bis-mark-2082559.html 

 

HENNAI: The Centre has fixed a dead-

line of June 10, 2020, for animal feed 

manufacturers to comply with regula-

tory standards prescribed by the Bureau of In-

dian Standards (BIS). It has also banned import 

of feed which does not have BIS certification 

mark. Cattle feed is a major source by which 

milk gets contaminated with Aflatoxin M1, a 

carcinogen. The order by Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has been is-

sued to all States, two months after a national-

level survey revealed the presence of the car-

cinogen in milk samples taken from Tamil Nadu 

and a few other States. 

FSSAI has said foods of animal origin (such as 

milk) are at times found to be non-compliant 

with relevant standards prescribed under the 

law. It is examining the possibility of framing 

feed regulations, supported with appropriate 

amendments to the Food Safety Act. “On an in-

terim basis, it has been decided that commer-

cial feeds and feed materials intended for food-

producing animals (such as cattle and sheep) 

shall comply with relevant BIS standards and 

shall not be manufactured/imported, distrib-

uted and sold except under BIS certification 

mark,” said the directive issued on December 

10 by P Karthikeyan, deputy director, FSSAI, 

New Delhi. 

The FSSAI has given feed manufacturers a dead-

line of six months, from the date of the order, 

to comply with it. Following reports of the pres-

ence of Aflatoxin M1 in milk, last month the 

State government constituted a high-level com-

mittee to conduct a detailed study. Cattle are 

fed with paddy straw, fodder and concentrate 

mixture. The concentrate feed is prepared using 

different varieties of cake along with food 
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grains, husk, minerals and molasses from sugar 

mills. 

Milk producers say ingredients used for prepar-

ing cattle feed are purchased from small-scale 

companies in rural parts of the State and cur-

rently there are no provisions to examine the 

quality standards. 

“Most farmers will not even weigh the feed pur-

chased. Regulation of cattle feed may be appre-

ciated, but a majority of dairy farmers are una-

ware of the standards and other safety parame-

ters,” said M G Rajendran, general secretary, 

Tamil Nadu Milk Producers’ Welfare Association 

(TNMPWS). 

Tamil Nadu Food Grain Merchants Association 

State president S P Jayaprakasam said the asso-

ciation was informed by State health officials 

that Tamil Nadu Agricultural University will con-

duct a detailed study into cattle feed and only 

later would regulations be decided on. “We will 

create awareness among the manufacturers 

over toxic content. However, fodder gets con-

taminated mainly because of fertilisers”.  “All 

dairy farmers are being sensitised by our field 

level staff and veterinarians over quality of 

feed,” said a senior official of Animal Husbandry 

department. 

India gearing up to host World Dairy Summit in 2022 
December 28, 2019 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/india-gearing-up-to-host-world-dairy-summit-in-

2022/article30414747.ece 

ndia is working on developing a smart back-

yard dairying model near Delhi to showcase 

it to the world at the World Dairy Summit, 

which the country will host in 2022. 

The annual flagship Summit of International 

Dairy Federation (IDF) is a platform for dairy 

stakeholders, including farmers, processors, re-

searchers, and marketers, to exchange 

knowledge and ideas and experiments on bet-

ter dairying practices. 

The government has involved National Dairy 

Development Board (NDDB), the apex dairy de-

velopment body in the country, besides private 

players, cooperatives and Indian Dairy Associa-

tion (IDA) as its stakeholders. An organising 

committee has been formed with all the stake-

holders as part of it. It is about four decades 

since India hosted a global dairy summit. 

“We are working to set up a village to exhibit 

our smart dairying practices. It is not just to 

showcase, but also to develop a sustainable 

dairy model for the future. A model village will 

be set up around Delhi in Haryana. India has 

been regularly participating in the annual sum-

mit in other countries. In 2022, we will be the 

host country,” said NDDB Chairman Dilip Rath, 

who is also part of IDF India National Commit-

tee. 

The one-week event, usually taking place 

around September-October, will have about 

5,000 participants, 50 per cent of which will be 

from abroad. The Summit will have technical 

sessions, farmer sessions, exhibitions, farm vis-

its, social events besides business engagements. 

In 2019, the event was held in Istanbul, Turkey. 

The next is planned in September-October 2020 

at Cape Town, South Africa. Purto Rico will host 

in 2021, followed by India in 2022, and China in 

2023. 
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JK Trust revolutionizes dairy production with pioneering IVF pregnancies in Buffaloes at 

farmers' doorstep 
12/28/2019 1:07:34 AM 

https://menafn.com/1099481857/JK-Trust-revolutionizes-dairy-production-with-pioneering-IVF-pregnancies-in-

Buffaloes-at-farmers-doorstep 

une, 21st Nov 2019: JK BovaGenix, an ini-

tiative of the JK Trust, a leading NGO 

working in the field of animal husbandry 

steered by Gautam Hari Singhania, CMD, Ray-

mond Limited, has successfully established nine 

in-vitro fertilization (IVF) pregnancies in Buffa-

loes at the doorstep of farmers for the first time 

in India. All eyes are now on the farm near 

Pune, Maharashtra where the first IVF buffalo 

calves are expected to be born in August 2020. 

This is a pioneering milestone in the field of ani-

mal husbandry using advanced reproductive 

technology to create IVF buffalo calves at the 

doorstep of farmers and will help to revolution-

ise the production of genetically superior indig-

enous buffaloes with a multi-fold increase in 

milk output. 

Led by Dr. Shyam Zawar, CEO – JK Trust and 

Chief Scientist – JK BovaGenix, the scientific 

team behind this achievement includes Dr. 

Vinod Patil, Dr. Amol Sahare, Dr. Kailas Kadam 

and Mr. Ramakant Sahu. Dr. Shyam Zawar, who 

earlier led the scientific breakthrough with suc-

cessful IVF pregnancies in cows, said, 'After suc-

cessfully establishing a record 56 IVF pregnan-

cies from a Gir Donor cow 'Gauri' in a span of 6 

months earlier this year, we are happy to an-

nounce that IVF and ET (Embryo transfer) tech-

nology will now be used to produce genetically 

superior buffaloes with enhancement of milk 

yield. This success will boost our mission to sig-

nificantly improve the quality of life in India's 

rural areas. This initiative will benefit millions of 

families residing in remote and tribal villages of 

the country through the production of genet-

ically superior buffalo breed at a rapid pace, al-

lowing them to supplement their income.' 

This is the first time in the country that IVF 

pregnancies in buffaloes have been established 

at farmers' doorsteps. The pioneering work has 

been undertaken in a Buffalo Farm near Pune 

with around 1500 animals owned by the Sona-

wane brothers. The calves are expected to be 

born during August 2020. 

Before this, JK BovaGenix established 56 IVF 

pregnancies from a Gir Donor cow 'GAURI' in a 

span of 6 months from April 2019 to Sept 2019. 

Out of the 56 IVF pregnancies, 38 were at the JK 

Trust's Farm and rest were at farmers' doorstep 

spread across the states of Maharashtra and 

Kerala. 

In 2017, JK Trust grabbed the attention of the 

whole dairy industry including dairy farmers 

and the scientific fraternity with the birth of In-

dia's first IVF male calf, named as 'Krishna', from 

Frozen IVF Embryo. This was just a year after it 

set up a high tech ET-IVF laboratory for cattle as 

well as four Mobile Cattle ET-IVF Laboratories in 

2016. In the year 2018, 14 IVF calves were pro-

duced from a cow named 'Radha' by implanting 

her embryos in 14 surrogate mothers (recipi-

ents). This was a major breakthrough in dairy 

animal reproduction, as a cow normally pro-

duces a maximum of only 10-12 calves in her 

entire lifespan. This paved the way for the rapid 

multiplication of superior cattle at a much 

faster pace. 

Riding on the waves of success, JK BovaGenix is 

taking forward the Government's Rashtriya 

Gokul Mission to conserve the depleting indige-

nous breeds. To date, JK BovaGenix has success-

fully produced 3,279 IVF Embryos and estab-

lished 308 IVF Pregnancies. Further, 132 IVF 

calves are born. 

About JK Trust 

JK Trust is currently implementing the 'Cattle 

and Buffalo Breed Improvement Programme" 

through the establishment and operation of 
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3,120 Integrated Livestock Development (ILDC) 

centers. Through these centres, they are provid-

ing breeding and other veterinary care services 

in 115 districts of 11 states covering around 

31,000 villages having a reach of about 3.1 mil-

lion farmers. 

 

Cow-tastrophe for residents of Vijay Nagar in Delhi 
26th December 2019 09:26 AM 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/delhi/2019/dec/26/cow-tastrophe-for-residents-of-vijay-nagar-in-

delhi--2081108.html 

 

EW DELHI: Herds of cattle and en-

croachments make it difficult for the 

residents of north Delhi’s Vijay Nagar 

to even walk on the roads. They also blame cat-

tle tied to poles on roads for being the cause of 

several accidents. 

Residents’ Welfare Association, Vijay Nagar 

double-storey,  president Naresh Sarin told this 

newspaper that a lack of parking space resulted 

in encroachment.“Unauthorised parking causes 

traffic snarls. We were hoping to get under-

ground parking somewhere. Whenever there is 

an event in the colony, we are compelled to use 

the colony park to park our vehicles,” Sarin said. 

He further said that there were no speed break-

ers in the area even though applications were 

submitted to traffic police. The area, owing to 

its proximity to North Campus, has a good num-

ber of youngsters. “Young boys drive rashly on 

the roads. There are no speed-breakers. It 

causes problems for senior citizens,” the 68-

year-old said. 

His son Rajeev said that a lack of parking space 

often resulted in altercations among the peo-

ple. He listed potholes and poor sewer line as 

other problems plaguing the area. 

“These roads were repaired about a month ago 

and look at the potholes. What does that 

mean? There is permission to construct build-

ings till first floor, but the people have con-

structed more floors, making the sewer line in-

sufficient,” Rajeev said. He complained that 

patchwork done in the day were destroyed im-

mediately. 

Rajeev added, “Is this place worth living? They 

have encroached roads to make space for cat-

tle. During MCD inspection, the owners make 

space for them in the ground and save them-

selves from facing 

any action.” 

Raj Bhutani, 60, a housewife, complained about 

the lackadaisical approach when it came to 

cleaning the area. “It is cleaned each day, but 

not properly,” Bhutani said. 

Another resident Ravi Chawla, a businessman, 

complained about the narrow roads due to un-

authorised parking.  “People from other areas 

park their bikes and cars here. We don’t even 

know who these vehicles belong to. Students 

and others from different areas occupy the 

roads. No action is taken by the government. 

Both the councillor and the MP are incompe-

tent,” he fumed. 
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KL Chaudhary, a businessman, spoke about the 

broken sewer covers. “It can be so scary with 

children around. They can fall into these.” 

Sarin said that all these issues deserve the at-

tention of the government. “The elections are 

coming. At this point, politicians will come and 

start appealing for votes on all sorts of issues. 

They need to pay attention to the real issue of 

infrastructure. We hope that there is some dif-

ference soon.”  

 

Now, a matrimony site for the bulls and cows 
Thursday, December 26, 2019, 12:42 AM IST 

https://www.freepressjournal.in/india/now-a-matrimony-site-for-the-bulls-and-cows 

hopal: The Madhya Pradesh Animal 

Husbandry Department compiled 'mat-

rimonial record' comprising details of 

around 200 bulls of 16 different breeds to help 

farmers select the right "match" for their cows. 

The data has been launched as "Sire Directory" 

and is also available on the website - cssbho-

pal.com. 

As per data available on the website under 

'Pedigree Details 2019-20', the details along 

with photographs of the bulls has been given in 

three parts - General Information, Performance 

Traits, and Testing for Genetic Disorders Done. 

The General Information contains - Sire (bull) 

No or UID or any other, Breed, Sourcing of Bull, 

Date of Birth. Similarly, the performance traits 

contain - Dam's standard lactation, Milk Fat per 

cent, Mile Protein Per Cent, Sire Side infor-

mation etc. 

Dr Deepali Deshpandey, Manager at Central Se-

men Station Bhopal, while talking to ANI on 

Tuesday said, "There are 16 breeds of bulls 

available here. Two of them are exotic -- means 

they have been imported from outside – Jersey 

and HF." "After semen's quality is determined, 

it's frozen and stored. The Directory can be 

called a matrimonial record," said Deshpandey. 

She informed that female animals are not al-

lowed to enter and that bulls have been trained 

so that semen can be collected from them artifi-

cially. 

"The new directory that we have made... its 

main objective is to let the farmers know the 

kind of bulls that we have. You can call it matri-

monial... for the owners," she said while adding 

that these bulls also have a UID code. 

"All details are available in the directory along 

with the picture of the bull where farmers can 

view and select them according to the height, 

health of their cows," she added. 

Dr HBS Bhadauria, MD, MP Livestock & Poultry 

Development Corporation, said: "We have over 

200 bulls of different breeds from which we col-

lect semen. There is this entire "kundli" of 

them. Their details are available in the form of 

"Sire Directory". 
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Mumbai: Cow Menace Leaves Khar Residents Fuming 
Dec 26, 2019, 08:26 IST  

https://www.mid-day.com/articles/cow-to-deal-with-this/22326191 

 

har residents, who have been dealing 

with the cow menace in their area for 

years, are keen on getting rid of it 

soon. At least 10 cows occupy the footpaths of 

4th Road in Khar and apart from blocking access 

to pedestrians, many people have slipped over 

cow dung, while shop owners have suffered 

losses due to the unhygienic condition of the 

road. 

Local residents said that a local milk vendor has 

been keeping around 20 cows tethered to road 

signs and lamp posts on the footpaths near Khar 

railway station for almost a decade now. Naresh 

Ahuja, a local resident, said that the milk vendor 

doesn't even take care of the animals. "He 

doesn't feed them. The cows eat rotten vegeta-

bles that are dumped on the roadsides. It is a 

horrible experience to manoeuvre around the 

mounds of cow dung every morning, and espe-

cially so for senior citizens," he said. 

Mona Irani, 68, is one of many locals who have 

slipped over a fresh mound of cow dung. Irani 

suffered a back injury around two weeks ago. 

While she sympathises with the cows, she 

strongly feels that footpaths are not the place 

for them. "I was walking on the footpath and 

didn't notice the fresh cow dung. I slipped and 

fell. I hurt my back badly and was on bed rest 

for two days," she said. 

Cows Mistreated By Owner 

According to civic rules, it is illegal to keep cows 

tethered to poles on roads and footpaths. If 

cows are found wandering or tied up in public 

places, they are seized by pound officers and 

cattle owners and a fine of Rs 2,500 per animal 

is levied. 

Residents said that not only does the local ven-

dor not feed the cows properly, he also mis-

treats them. Ishwar Chotrani has been living on 

4th Road for more than 40 years and has often 

seen the vendor inject the cows with some-

thing. "They tie the cows' legs and give them in-

jections out in the open. The cows keep scream-

ing but the workers don't care. They don't the 

area clean either and there is a stench through-

out the day," said Chotrani. He added that at 

night, the cows sit in the middle of the road 

causing traffic jams and parking troubles. 

 

Apart from the residents, owners of commercial 

spaces have also been affected. Rajeev Pun-

wani, owner of Maiz Kitchen had to convert to a 

delivery-only place due to the unhygienic look 

of the street. "Many of us have suffered losses 

in business because the animals defecate and 

urinate on the road and footpath all day. People 

have slipped while walking and bikers have lost 

control of their vehicles," he said. He added 

that the vendor even stores the milk in very un-

hygienic conditions. 
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Punwani further alleged that the milk vendor is 

unwilling to move because he makes extra 

money on the side with the cows. "After milking 

the cows, he rents out them to people who take 

them to temples and earn money from temple 

devotees at Rs 150 every day. For several years, 

we have been trying to convince the milk ven-

dor to move his cows to another place. But he 

refuses to listen," he said. 

The residents have often tried to alert the civic 

body's pound office but have failed to get the 

issue resolved. Last week, Khar Residents' Asso-

ciation complained to the H West ward office. 

Anandini Thakur, the managing trustee of the 

association, has demanded that the cows be re-

habilitated elsewhere. "We have tried to con-

tact the pound officer many times. But we sus-

pect that this milk vendor has some under-

standing with the office and they alert him 

every time we complain. By the time they get to 

the spot, the cows are moved elsewhere," she 

said. The pound officers report to Yogesh 

Shetye, general manager of Deonar Abattoir, 

who said, "Cows need to be kept in a covered 

shelter and given proper food. Cows kept on 

the roads lead to issues of hygiene and sanita-

tion. We have recently seized 11 cows in the 

area and we will continue to take action," said 

Shetye. Vinayak Vispute, assistant municipal 

commissioner of H West ward said, "The vendor 

cannot keep cows on footpaths in this manner 

as the space belongs to pedestrians. We will 

pick up the animals and then take action against 

those responsible." 

 

Ice-cream industry fears meltdown on pricier inputs, rising imports 
December 26, 2019 
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ral&utm_source=whatsapp.com 

 

ndia’s ice-cream imports from Thailand 

jumped nearly 4 times in April-Oct Y-o-Y 

The ice-cream industry is feeling the heat of 

rising prices of key ingredient — Skimmed Milk 

Powder (SMP) and Whole Milk Powder (WMP) 

— and a surge in cheap imports of the finished 

product. I 
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The Indian Ice Cream Manufacturers' Associa-

tion (IICMA) has flagged the issue and raised a 

demand for putting restrictive measures on im-

ports. 

“It is very difficult to put a number to the over-

all imports by various players of finished prod-

ucts, including ice-cream. But when the domes-

tic manufacturing gets costlier under the in-

creased SMP price scenario, by the time of sum-

mer we may see a trend of higher imports of 

ice- cream at reduced duty,” IICMA president 

Rajesh Gandhi told Businessline. In the domes-

tic market, SMP prices have hit a peak of ₹330 a 

kg, whereas the international price works out to 

around ₹250. 

The Association has also written to Union Fi-

nance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman requesting 

duty-free import of raw materials such as SMP, 

Whole Milk Powder, butter and butter oil. It 

also sought to impose restrictions on the import 

of ice- creams, which can be imported at zero 

duty from Thailand, and at 35 per cent from the 

rest of the world. 

India’s ₹9,000-crore ice-cream market, includ-

ing frozen deserts, has been growing at 12-15 

per cent annually. There are several big players, 

with Amul in the lead, followed by Mother 

Dairy, Hindustan Unilever, Cream Bell, Din-

shaw’s, Havmor, and Vadilal. In recent years, 

gourmet flavours have caught the imagination 

of consumers. Rising incomes and an aspira-

tional middle-class are fuelling the demand for 

premium ice-creams. 

Considering this, many national players have 

started to position themselves in the premium 

segment by launching a variety of gourmet 

brands, some of them completely imported. 

It is evident from Union Commerce Ministry 

data that with the duty benefit under the trade 

agreement with Thailand, imports from that 

country have jumped dramatically. 

According to Commerce Ministry data, ice- 

cream imports from Thailand under the HS 

Code - 21050000 category (which also includes 

other edible ice without containing cocoa) com-

prised about 70 per cent of the overall 1,113 

tonnes of ice-cream imported during April-Oc-

tober. 

Imports from Thailand have increased nearly 

four times from nearly 187 kg to about 783 kg in 

a year-on-year comparison for the April-Octo-

ber period. 

While international SMP prices work out to 

around ₹250 a kg, the procurement cost for In-

dian ice-cream makers is much higher thereby 

prompting Thailand's suppliers to push their 

cheaper finished products. 

Already, some large FMCG majors, which also 

have an ice- cream portfolio, have sourced large 

quantities from Thailand. 

“India's procurement cost is higher than Thai-

land’s. In such a scenario, they get a cost ad-

vantage and have a profitable proposition. 

So, as we progress from winter to peak demand 

season of summer, imports from Thailand will 

rise and there is every possibility of it increasing 

fiurther,” stated Gandhi, who also heads Vadi-

lal. 

 

 

 

 

 



Meerut: FSDA to check quality of Christmas treats 
Dec 25, 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/meerut/fsda-to-check-quality-of-christmas-treats/arti-

cleshow/72960082.cms 

MEERUT: The Food Safety and Drugs Authority 

(FSDA) in Meerut has started a drive to ensure 

that Christmas and New Year’s treats are safe 

for consumption and that no adulterated items 

are sold in the city during the festive time. 

The anti-adulteration drive is set to start from 

Christmas and continue till New Year. “A five-

member team of the food department will con-

duct regular checks by sending samples of food 

items to the Lucknow laboratory for testing. 

While action will be taken only after the lab re-

sults are sent here, if the team finds any sub-

standard or unsafe food item – which looks so 

prima facie, action can be taken accordingly,” 

said Archana Dheeran, designated food officer. 

Though samples of food items suspected to be 

substandard or adulterated will be sent to the 

Lucknow food testing lab to avert any manipula-

tion at the city-based lab, if the food items look 

way too suspicious they will be sent to the lat-

ter and immediate report will be sought. The 

sample reports from the city-based lab can be 

procured in 48 hours and action can be taken 

soon after, officials said. 

The FSDA officials will keep a close eye on milk, 

milk products, cakes, Christmas treats, sweets 

and ingredients used for making bakery prod-

ucts. These, they say, are the main food items 

that are found adulterated during this time. 

“The food items are preserved and sent to Luck-

now by courier. The result will reach us within 

20 days. We are focusing mainly on sweets, milk 

products and cooking oils to keep adulteration 

under control,” said Dheeran. 

Adulteration in food items can lead to cancella-

tion of licence and sentence ranging between 

six months to life. Besides, the criminal offence 

attracts a fine up to Rs 10 lakh. 

 

Food inflation for urban India is rising income for rural India: Amul MD 
Dec 24, 2019 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/expert-view/food-inflation-for-urban-india-is-rising-income-for-

rural-india-amul-md/articleshow/72951036.cms?from=mdr 

hat has been the impact of the pro-

longed monsoon and floods on the 

profitability of the company and 

thus far on a yearly basis for you? 

Following the rise in milk prices, a golden phase 

has come for the Indian milk producers. After a 

gap of three to four years, farm grade prices are 

coming equal to what it was in 2014-2015. Defi-

nitely, compared to the previous year, the milk 

prices have increased by 25% to 30%, but last 

year, prices were the lowest and were unremu-

nerative for dairy farmers. The present price of 

milk is viable and even profitable for the farm-

ers. You talk about the profitability of the pro-

cessors, but one should also consider the profit-

ability of the milk producer. Media is talking 

about food inflation but let me tell you, food in-

flation for urban India is rising income for rural 

India. 

We talk about how rural demand is not grow-

ing. But how will rural demand increase until 

and unless their income increases? Now with 

the increase in not only milk process, but all ag-

riculture produce, rural income is increasing 

and that should fuel the demand of other FMCG 
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products in rural India. 

Milk prices have increased by about 15% from 

the FY19 bottom. What is the average procure-

ment price currently and do you see more price 

hikes going forward? 

The average procurement price this year for 

cow milk is around Rs 31-32 and for the buffalo 

milk with 7% fat, it is coming around Rs 47-48. 

In last one year, there have been two price in-

creases of Rs 2 each -- a total of Rs 4/litre. A 4- 

5% price hike has happened in all the dairy 

products’ price -- be it butter, cheese, ice 

creams or beverages etc. But do not compare to 

previous year. 

Over the last five years, inflation in milk has 

been less than food inflation. Over last five 

years, the total increase in milk price was only 

Rs 8 on Rs 50 -- 10% to 12%. So, there was less 

than average inflation in milk and milk products 

price in the last five years. It is not a very high 

price increase. No doubt, the processors or the 

companies who are buying milk from the farm-

ers or from the private contractors are adding 

value and selling it the consumers. Their profita-

bility is definitely under pressure. What profits 

they were generating last two years will be re-

duced drastically because they were buying milk 

at lower than the cost of production. Now price 

of milk is slightly above the cost of production. 

So, naturally the margins are squeezed. 

Do you see the price hikes aiding the margins 

for dairy companies? Or net-net, would it be 

same because of higher procurement prices? 

Let me tell you whatever price increase is hap-

pening to the farmer will not be passed on to 

the consumers. I will give you an example of 

milk; milk price to the consumer has increased 

by around Rs 4/ litre but dry price being paid to 

the farmers has increased by about Rs 7-8. So 

this Rs 3 or 4 extra which is being paid to the 

farmers has gone out of the margins of the 

dairy processors. 

Again, I am repeating that in the last two years, 

dairy processors were getting more margins 

which they did not deserve. This year, the mar-

gins are reasonable and all the dairy processors 

have to see that they manage their business 

within those margins. Take cow milk. If they are 

paying Rs 31-32-33 for it, the same milk is sold 

to the consumers in Mumbai at Rs 46, so there 

is sufficient margin. 

Last year, they were buying the same cow milk 

at Rs 18-21 and selling at Rs 42 and so they had 

more than Rs 23-24 margin. This year, the mar-

gin has been reduced to Rs 13-14 and so the 

margins are under pressure. 

With organised brands entering the previously 

unorganised market, is this helping organised 

players gain market share? We understand that 

the global SMP prices have increased during 

that year? 

Definitely more organised players are entering 

the food and dairy sector. That helps producers 

as well as consumers because the system be-

comes more transparent, more efficient and 

more customer- and producer-friendly. 

With more organised players coming in, farmers 

will get better realisation. The world over, in-

crease in skimmed milk powder price is a good 

sign because in the last three years, prices were 

lower than the cost of production. Now prices 

are coming up. 

In India, the cost of skimmed milk powder was 

Rs 150/kg. This year, it is Rs 300. It has doubled 

but in 2014, it was Rs 260- 280. So, in the last 

four or five years, there is not much increase 

but yes definitely compared to last one year, 

price has doubled. 

Some private processors had stopped buying 

fresh milk from the farmers because skimmed 

milk powder was cheaper. Skimmed milk at Rs 

150 a kg means Rs 15 a litre. How can you af-

ford producing milk at Rs 15 a litre? It was a dis-

tress sale. You cannot expect the distress sale to 

continue. Now, it has come to the level where 

farmers are getting a good price and no doubt 

consumers are paying 3-4% average increase in 

price which is reasonable. No doubt, processors 



who were used to getting more than 100% mar-

gin in the last one year will be under pressure. 

Global SME prices have also increased. Are you 

being able to generate profits with such high 

prices? What is the SMP production cost at the 

moment? 

For Amul, the cooperative profit is not a margin. 

Our margin depends on giving good price to the 

farmers. Now, the farmer is able to meet their 

expenses. Cost of production today of a litre of 

cow milk is Rs 25 to Rs 28, depending on the lo-

cation, cost of feed, etc. The farmer is getting a 

price of Rs 30 to Rs 32. So, farmers are making 

little profit. We are happy farmers are making 

profits. As a cooperative, we are not interested 

in making profit, but we want our 36 lakh farm-

ers to make profit. 

Gradually, world prices are going up. But world 

prices are not going the way Indian milk prices 

are going. We are much higher than world 

prices and which is good for our farmers and 

also good for rural economy. More money going 

to rural India is good for India because more 

than 70% people are in rural India. So let them 

also earn. When the average rural Indian in-

come increases, we call it a food inflation. How 

can you increase the farmers’ income without 

increasing the price of food? Let us happily give 

good price for the food. 

What percentage of sales come from products 

other than milk for Amul? Which would be the 

fastest growing product outside of traditional 

dairy? 

As far as Amul is concerned, a little more than 

50% sale is from pasteurised milk. The balance 

is from other products -- baby food, butter, 

ghee, cheese, ice-cream, beverages and all. De-

mand or growth this year is coming more from 

fresh products like milk, curd, buttermilk as well 

as ice-cream and cheese which is showing. tre-

mendous growth, as is beverages. 

A double-digit growth is coming across all cate-

gories because in the last three or four years, 

there is not much increase in prices. Price in-

crease is lower than inflation and that is why 

demand is increasing for all dairy products. This 

is not true for Amul. Demand is increasing for all 

the dairy products

. 

There's some dung around: Solving the dairy value chain problem 
Dec 24, 2019 12:34:52 PM UTC 

http://www.forbesindia.com/blog/economy-policy/theres-some-dung-around-solving-the-dairy-value-chain-prob-

lem/ 

here is a first world problem visiting the 

shores of the developing world, and it's 

called deflation. India has been seeing 

some deflationary pressure, or at least price 

stagnation across several sectors in the econ-

omy in the last six months. Not a healthy sign 

for a growing economy perhaps, but that’s an-

other other discussion. Limited inflation in food 

is actually a good thing. 

But that’s not the situation in the dairy sector 

(onions are a different bulb game all together). 

Anyone following the space would know that 

consumer prices of most dairy products have 

gone through a steep increase in the last three 

months. Milk prices in Delhi-NCR have gone up 

by 10 percent to Rs 46/ltr, and similarly in other 

regions, touching Rs.50 per litre too. Paneer 

prices in western India are now at Rs 330/kg 

from previous Rs 300/kg, an increase of 10 per-

cent. Similar is the story in the east with curd 

price increasing by 8-12 percent. Seems small 

but remember this is the dairy sector–a billion 

people have it in some form everyday in the 

country. 
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What’s driving this? Skimmed milk powder or 

SMP, which is an input into everything from 

standardised milk to curd has been increased 

from Rs 155/kg last year to Rs 293/kg cur-

rently—a whopping 89 percent. Forecasts pre-

dicted that after the festive Diwali season prices 

of SMP would ease, bit its only gone northwards 

of Rs 300/kg. Soon, there will be no option for 

dairy brand companies but to revise consumer 

product pricing upwards again. Consumer pric-

ing still hasn’t absorbed the input escalation 

fully. SMP stocks in India have plummeted to 

low levels. And of course, we have our wonder-

fully oiled machinery of hoarding, which be-

comes hyper active in such scenarios.And why 

have SMP prices sky-rocketed? We can wax elo-

quent about delayed monsoon and flush and 

lean season vagaries, but at its heart is the peri-

odic skewing of the supply-demand equation by 

subsidies and support going disproportionately 

largely into one region. 



Over the years, many lopsided incentives (that 

includes extremely cheap debt with easy repay-

ment schedules) have gone into cooperatives 

like those under GCCMF (Amul); there has been 

a regional superfluous production of milk over 

years in Gujarat, and also in a few other states 

with heavily subsidised coops. Because of this 

distorted oversupply, prices paid to farmers in 

other regions have been adversely impacted in-

stead of stabilising dynamically on the supply-

demand curve. Owing to this, in the last few 

years farmers haven’t invested in enhancing 

production levels, and when the glut of SMP 

and WMP (whole milk powder) eroded, there 

were significantly lower production levels of 

milk across the country to service demand. Thus 

began the spiral of escalating prices of SMP and 

WMP. To ease this situation will take time, till 

milk production levels get enhanced at the 

farmgate. 

 



We had a brilliant opportunity to be part of the 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

(RCEP). This would’ve also given the dairy indus-

try access to SMP and WMP imports and build 

up cushion level inventory to ease supply-de-

mand troughs. As well as creating a market op-

portunity for innovative dairy brands and com-

panies from India. However, with intense lobby-

ing and using the plea of farmers, a section of 

the Indian dairy industry effectively pressurised 

the government and scuttled the treaty. We 

can’t afford to remain uncompetitive and rely 

on a protectionist regime. A large section of the 

industry doesn’t subscribe to the position that 

has been taken. If there is a vibrant, competi-

tive industry, the entire value chain, including 

millions of farmers will benefit.Dr Kurien's 

dream was not to over-produce milk in one 

state with disproportionate support, and then 

powderise and transport it to the other end of 

the country. This is at the expense of the farm-

ers in that region, as well as consumers who 

should rather have access to fresh nutrition. For 

more than a decade now, concentrated milk 

comes via trains from Gujarat over several days 

to Kolkata in West Bengal, where it is standard-

ised and sold as fresh pasteurised milk. 

Similarly, milk powder gets dumped into Od-

isha. Over last thirty years, maybe more than 

Rs.30,000 crores is estimated to have been lost 

here; imagine what this could have done to the 

economy of an underdeveloped state like Od-

isha and its farmers. 

We need to set this right. More than a billion 

consumers have dairy every day in India, and 

100 million poor dairy farmers are engaged in 

this $50 billion category, out of which nearly 70 

million are women. Here are three concrete 

steps that the governments need to take: 

A private sector inclusive National Dairy Plan 

that clearly allocates 50 percent of its budget 

for the private sector. Prioritise regions for 

every two-year wave and have a scoring system 

for private players; allocate and disburse capi-

tal. The National Dairy Development Board 

needs to reinvent itself. 

Get back into the RCEP discussions and open up 

the dairy sector. More importantly from a short 

term perspective, bring in 200,000 MTs of SMP 

immediately in the country to ease up severe 

short supply and inflation in dairy. Yes, we need 

a face saver too, and maybe we can actually lev-

erage the last position in a constructive way to 

set some conditionality that makes long term 

sense. 

State governments should have a supportive in-

centive plan for locally sourced milk, including 

industry level certification / endorsement for lo-

cally sourced products and companies. This will 

create consumer awareness. All dairy underde-

veloped states, especially in eastern India, like 

Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, West Bengal, Chattisgarh 

and Jharkhand need to reimagine their policy 

framework. 

Before the dung hits the roof, let’s clean it up 

and reform to move forward in a way that de-

velops a thriving dairy sector, one that fosters 

innovation, growth and wealth creation for eve-

ryone, from consumers to farmers. Profit mar-

gins in the industry need to strengthen to at-

tract investments. We have the largest dairy 

market in the world. In the next decade, we 

should be aspiring to have three globally estab-

lished innovative dairy consumer brands from 

India. A level playing field devoid of distortion-

ary farm economics in the space will go a long 

way in enabling this. 
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umbai: US-based private equity 

fund Bain Capital is engaged in talks 

to buy out ice cream company Din-

shaw’s Dairy Foods Pvt. Ltd in a deal that may 

value the Nagpur-based firm at about ₹800-900 

crore, said two people aware of the develop-

ment, requesting anonymity. 

The company, promoted by the Rana and the 

Bapuna families, makes ice cream and dairy 

products such as pasteurized milk, curd, and 

butter. 

“Both families have been trying to sell the busi-

ness for the past four years now over succes-

sion issues. They were also in talks with Hindu-

stan Unilever Ltd (Ltd). The promoters may sell 

a controlling stake or exit the company fully, de-

pending on the offer," said one of the persons 

mentioned above. 

In September, Business Standard reported that 

HUL was in talks to buy the ice cream maker. 

The process is being advised by Deloitte India, 

the second person cited above said. 

“We do not comment on speculations and ru-

mours," said Jimmy Rana, managing director at 

Dinshaw. Bain Capital refused to comment on 

the development. An email sent to Deloitte re-

mained unanswered. 

The company, established in 1932, is held 

equally between the Rana and Bapuna families. 

The latter bought a 50% stake in the firm in 

2002 when Sam and Jimmy Rana, the sons of 

the founder-brothers Dinshaw and Erachshaw 

Rana, merged the company with the Nagpur-

based distillery group Bapuna. 

The company markets its products under the 

Dinshaw’s brand and has a significant market 

position in the ice cream and packaged milk 

segments in Maharashtra. It has two manufac-

turing plants, one for ice cream and the other 

for milk and other dairy products, on the out-

skirts of Nagpur. 

As of fiscal year ending 31 March 2018, the 

firm’s sales stood at ₹579 crore and losses at ₹2 

crore, according to a 27 December 2018 note by 

rating agency Crisil. The rating agency, however, 

noted that the company has modest operating 

capacity and limited geographical reach. 

“The scale of operations remain average with 

revenue of ₹480-580 crore in the last three fis-

cals through 2018. Further, with limited scope 

to expand geographic reach, the bulk of the rev-

enue comes from within Maharashtra. Ice 

cream capacity of 230,000 litre per day is also 

average as against other established players," 

the rating company said. 

The value of the ice cream and frozen desserts 

segment in India grew 20% in 2016 to 

reach ₹10,200 crore in sales and is forecast to 

see a constant value compound annual growth 

rate of 11% over 2016-21, leading to sales 

of ₹17,000 crore, according to a December 2016 

report by market researcher Euromonitor Inter-

national. 

Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation 

Ltd, which sells under the Amul brand, is the 

leading firm in the ice cream and frozen des-

serts segment, while HUL is the second-largest, 

according to the Euromonitor report. 

In the past two years, the ice-cream businesses 

in the country have seen significant interest 

from domestic and foreign strategic firms. 

In November 2017, South Korea’s Lotte Confec-

tionery Co. Ltd acquired Ahmedabad-based ice-
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cream maker Havmor Ice Cream Ltd for ₹1,020 

crore (approximately $157 million). 

 

Can’t discriminate between desi, foreign breeds of cow: Razia 
Dec 23, 2019 23:25 IST 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/chandigarh/can-t-discriminate-between-desi-foreign-breeds-of-cow-razia/story-

3cbzvDvkM53Qe6b804OReM.html 

ransport minister Razia Sultana on Mon-

day said the Punjab government is try-

ing to solve the stray cattle menace but 

they cannot open gaushalas in every nook and 

corner of the state. 

Responding to a query over protests by farmers 

who recently demanded that desi breeds of cow 

be protected and foreign breeds be sent to 

slaughterhouses, she said, “A cow is a cow. We 

can’t discriminate between them on the basis of 

their breed. We will protect all cows and we are 

doing our best in this direction. Stray cattle 

menace a pan-India problem. There is no deny-

ing the fact that many accidents take place due 

to stray cattle.” 

The minister, who represents the Malerkotla as-

sembly segment in the Punjab assembly, di-

rected officials of various departments to deal 

respectfully with people who approach govern-

ment offices with the problems. 

She headed a meeting of the district grievances 

redressal committee wherein representatives of 

MLAs raised various issues including stray cat-

tle, poor condition of roads, schools and delay 

of works in government departments. 

Send jersey cattle to slaughterhouses: Aman 

Arora 

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MLA Aman Arora on 

Monday said jersey cows should be sent to 

slaughterhouses as the stray cattle menace is 

ruining crops of farmers who are already under 

debt. 

Jersey cows and bulls are over 80 per cent of 

the total cattle population while desi cows con-

sist only 10 to 15 per cent , he said. 

The Sunam MLA went live on Facebook showing 

jersey cattle damaging wheat crop in fields in 

his constituency. 

‘I will raise this issue during the upcoming as-

sembly session. I appeal voters of all segments 

to ask their MLAs to solve this problem. The is-

sue can be resolved within hours but the gov-

ernment is not serious about the same, “ he 

added. 

Farmers must get a better deal 
Dec 23, 2019 07:54 AM (IST) 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/%E2%80%98farmers-must-get-a-better-deal%E2%80%99-15874 

n a career spanning almost four decades, RS 

Sodhi has worked in various capacities in 

the Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing 

Federation (GCMMF). In a telephonic interac-

tion with Vijay C Roy, the Amul MD — who hails 

from a village near Ferozepur — stresses on 

steps to increase milk procurement as well as 

dairy farmers’ income. Excerpts: 

There are reports that milk procurement across 

the country is down by 10 per cent in the cur-

rent fiscal. What are the reasons? 

Initially, milk procurement was good in the cur-

rent year. However, in the past 3-4 months, be-

cause of an extended monsoon, the procure-
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ment of milk by cooperatives declined com-

pared to the corresponding period last year, 

where we got 20 per cent growth. Also, the pri-

vate sector reduced procurement drastically 

last year. But now, with commodity prices high, 

everybody has started procuring milk from the 

farmers. So, milk production has not declined 

but some quantity has been diverted to the pri-

vate sector. Compared to last year, the procure-

ment is down by 5-6 per cent overall. There is a 

growth of 7-8 per cent. 

Are dairy farmers getting remunerative price for 

their milk? What should be done to increase 

their earnings? 

As far as Gujarat is concerned, farmers were 

getting Rs 24 per litre (for 7 per cent fat) at one 

point of time, now they are getting Rs 51-52. 

So, the average increase was 8-9 per cent per 

annum. But I can’t say the same hold true for 

farmers across India because for the past three 

years, farmers were getting much lower price 

for their produce. In Maharashtra, cow milk was 

sold at Rs 18-22 per litre, whereas the cost of 

production was Rs 23-24. This year, they are 

getting Rs 31, while the cost of production was 

Rs 27. Input cost such as cattle feed has in-

creased. 

Everybody’s talking about food inflation now. 

Farmers’ income will go up only if there is an in-

crease in production and they get a better price 

for their produce. In the past three years, they 

were not getting good prices, so there was dis-

tress. So, we have to pass on benefits to the 

farmers to reduce distress. 

If our income increases, we are happy but when 

farmers’ income rises we talk about inflation. 

We should offer reasonably remunerative price 

for the agricultural produce. Urban consumers 

should be ready to pay remunerative price for 

the produce. Also, the focus should be on in-

creasing productivity and providing marketing 

linkages to the rural produce. 

What is the current demand for milk in India 

and how is the supply? How do you see the de-

mand in the next 30 years and what should be 

done to meet it? 

In India, demand and production are almost the 

same. The productivity is about 180 million 

metric tonnes — around 50 crore litres per day. 

The per capita consumption is around 380 gm. 

How many farmers are associated with the fed-

eration? 

We have 3.6 million farmers from whom we 

procure milk. The average daily procurement 

was 230 lakh litres per day last year. We have 

around 81 milk plants spread all over the coun-

try. 

The GCMMF has enhanced milk procurement 

from Punjab. What are the plans for the state? 

In coordination with Verka, we established 2-3 

places in Punjab for milk procurement and are 

giving a good price. We are procuring 2 lakh li-

tres per day. We are not competing with Verka 

but working together so that farmers in Punjab 

should get a good price. We plan to set up dairy 

plants for value-added products in Punjab such 

as ice-cream. 

In Punjab, progressive dairy farming has been 

almost stagnant for the past three years. What 

are the reasons? What should be done to re-

solve the issues faced by farmers? 

For the past three years, they were not getting 

a good price for their produce; rather, the 

prices declined. Last year, they were getting Rs 

18-21 per litre for cow milk wherever the feed 

cost was increasing. But this year, with an in-

crease in prices, they will invest more in cows 

and buffaloes. 

How has been your own journey so far? 



I was initially thinking of working with a farmer 

organisation. After a two-year course at the In-

stitute of Rural Management, Anand (IRMA), I 

got a sales and marketing job and later got the 

opportunity to interact and work with farmers. 

How has the federation performed during your 

tenure? 

When I took over in 2010, our turnover was Rs 

8,000 crore, this year it will be Rs 50,000 crore. 

We immediately realised that with the demand 

growing, we would not be able to fulfil it from 

Gujarat, so we decided to procure milk from 

outside the state. Now, 17 per cent of our milk 

is being collected from states such as Rajasthan, 

Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, 

West Bengal, Haryana and Punjab. 

Within Gujarat and outside, we invested mas-

sively in increasing our milk processing. When I 

joined, the average milk procurement was 130 

lakh litres per day; today, it is 360 lakh litres 

daily. 

You once said that Amul aims to establish itself 

as the largest dairy organisation in the world. 

What is its current ranking and how do you plan 

to achieve the goal? 

We are number nine. Around six years ago, we 

were number 16. In the next five years, we will 

be number three. In the next 10 years, we aim 

to become the number one player globally. In-

dia is the world’s largest largest producer of 

milk. India is also the world’s largest market. It 

is also the fastest growing market. So, an Indian 

company can be the world’s biggest dairy com-

pany. We are already number one in India. So, if 

we continue with our milk procurement, pro-

cessing and distribution network, we are bound 

to grow. 

In the recent past, Amul seems to be establish-

ing itself as an urban brand. What future steps 

will you take in this direction? 

No, I don’t think that any product is limited to 

urban customers. Now, the demand is originat-

ing from rural areas also, especially for small 

packs. Whether it is ice-cream, beverages or 

lassi, all are in demand in rural India. Even the 

demand for pasteurised milk is going up. So, we 

are expanding more in rural areas. 

Besides Gujarat, the cooperative structure is 

strong in a few other states also, still they are 

far behind Amul. What are the reasons? 

Amul is 72-73 years old; the others were born 

afterwards. We may be number one in the 

country, but in Punjab Verka is on top, in Karna-

taka it’s Nandini and in Rajasthan it’s Saras. In 

the respective states, local cooperatives are go-

ing strong and are growing. Our main focus is 

dairy and will continue to be dairy, but the ob-

jective is to get into other categories where 

dairy is involved, such as chocolates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Over one lakh indigenous cattle disappear in Tamil Nadu every year 
23rd December 2019 03:27 AM 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2019/dec/23/over-1-lakh-indigenous-cattle-disappear-in-

tamil-nadu-every-year-2079740.html 

 

HENNAI: Population of indigenous cat-

tle in the State has come down by 6.65 

lakh between 2012 and 2018. During 

the same period exotic cattle population regis-

tered an increase of 13.21 lakh. If one goes by 

the data of 20th Livestock Census, over one lakh 

indigenous cattle disappear in the State every 

year. Number of native cattle breed population 

in 2018 was 18 lakh as against a population of 

24.59 lakh in 2012. 

The population of buffaloes also declined from 

6.6 to 5.18 lakh. While dairy farmers attribute 

‘non-viability’ as the reason for the dwindling 

population of native breeds, animal activists 

charged that reducing cattle merely to a ‘milk 

yielding animal’ will lead to the privatisation of 

milk industry in another few years which would 

destroy the cultural character of this region. 

MG Rajendran, general secretary, Tamil Nadu 

Milk Producers’ Welfare Association (TNMPWS) 

said that a crossbreed cow can deliver a calf 

within 285 days after pregnancy. During that 

time, till one day before the delivery date,  the 

cow yields 14 to 16 litres of milk a day. But, the 

native cow produces six to eight litres a day 

with much less lactation time. Farmers migra-

tion to artificial insemination using exotic breed 

semen began in 1980s with an objective to in-

crease milk production. Disassociation with na-

tive breed grew further later. 

“Announcements regarding sale of native breed 

semen remain only on paper. For the past few 

months, many farmers who approached animal 

sub-centres for ‘Red Sindhi’ semen for artificial 

insemination have not been given the semen,” 

he said. 

Karthikeya Sivasenapathy, managing trustee of 

Senaapathy Kangayam Cattle Research Founda-

tion, said unlike most western countries where 

milk production is completely industrialised, in 

our State cattle breeding is linked with culture 

and livelihood of rural people, particularly 

women. The government should take genuine 

efforts to preserve the native breeds, he said. 
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A Gnanasekaran, Director of Animal Husbandry 

and Veterinary Service, said, last year alone the 

government distributed about 2.5 lakh semen 

straw of ‘Red Sindhi’native breed to farmers for 

artificial insemination. 

“About 1.5 lakh semen straw of Kangeyam 

Pulikulam and Alambadi breeds produced at 

Hosur Cattle Farm had been distributed. About 

2,000 Umbalachery breed semen produced at 

livestock farm at Korkai also been given to farm-

ers. More native breed semen and sexed semen 

being distributed and all efforts are taken to in-

crease the population in a few years.” 

Animal husbandry officials also claimed that na-

tive breed decline can be confirmed only after 

knowing breed-wise data in the census, which is 

yet to be released. 

 

Maharashtra assures dairy sector Rs 128-crore dues will be released soon 
December 21, 2019 12:37:08 AM 

https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/maharashtra-assures-dairy-sector-rs-128-crore-dues-will-be-re-

leased-soon/1800282/ 

 

he newly formed government in Maha-

rashtra has assured a delegation of co-

operative and private dairy representa-

tives of Maharashtra that met Balasaheb Tho-

rat, a minister in Nagpur that the pending dues 

of `128 crore of the grant of Rs 5 per litre given 

by the previous government would be soon 

credited into farmer accounts. 

A delegation of the Maharashtra Milk Producers 

Welfare Association (MMPWA) met the minis-

ter to discuss the difficulties faced by the dairy 

sector in the last few months due to the ex-

tended monsoons in the state in addition to 

outside state brands making inroads in Maha-

rashtra due to the subsidy given by their respec-

tive state governments, said Prakash Kutwal, 

secretary, MMPWA. 

Dairies pointed out that the neighbouring Kar-

nataka government gives their dairies a grant of 

Rs 6 per litre. While the previous government 

had given a grant of Rs 5 per litre to dairies in 

Maharashtra, the dues were pending for a long 

time, he pointed out. The association told the 

minister that sales of pouch milk belonging to 

brands of Maharashtra had suffered after the 

entry of outside state brands. 

Private and cooperative milk dairies in Maha-

rashtra increased pouch milk prices by Rs 2 per 

litre from Monday following the announcement 

made by the Gujarat Cooperative Milk Market-

ing Federation to increase prices of its packaged 

milk sold under the ‘Amul’ brand by Rs 2 per li-

tre. The association had stated that the decision 

was taken due to several factors caused by the 

extended monsoons in the state. 

This April onwards, the government stopped 

giving the grant of Rs 5 per litre to farmers that 

led to financial distress among the community. 

Dairies were still paying Rs 20 per litre to farm-

ers as against this grant and were losing money. 

The total production of packaged milk, which 

was 1.70 crore litres, has reduced to 1.10 crore 

litres this year following these reasons, Kutwal 

said, adding that the powdered milk and butter 
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manufacturers also began offering higher rates 

to farmers owing to a volatility in powdered 

milk and butter rates forcing the packaged milk 

manufacturers to review milk rates. 

At a meeting held in Pune, attended by 60 odd 

cooperative and private dairies, a decision was 

taken to hike packaged milk prices in Maharash-

tra by Rs 2 per litre, he said. A delegation of co-

operative and private dairy representatives plan 

to meet the state government authorities next 

week to seek a similar grant for the state’s milk 

farmers of `6 per litre given by the Karnataka 

government, he said. Dairies in the state were 

seeking pending dues from the government of 

the grant of Rs 5 per litre for several months. 

 

Haryana: Cow protection in Jatland under scanner  
Dec 20, 2019 

https://www.deccanherald.com/national/north-and-central/haryana-cow-protection-in-jatland-under-scanner-

787301.html 

hen it comes to the ‘holy’ cow, Har-

yana takes pride in flaunting it’s ‘ho-

lier than thou’ credentials on cow 

protection.  

But ever since the state implemented newer 

and stricter laws in the name of cow protec-

tion— banning cow slaughter, sale and con-

sumption of beef— not a single person has 

been convicted.  

All accused tried under the new laws have been 

acquitted by courts, putting a question mark on 

the probe agency. 

Muslim-dominated Nuh in Mewat region of Jat-

land accounts for a maximum number of cases 

registered under the new anti-cow slaughter 

laws. 

As many as 792 cases were registered by the 

police in Nuh district until March 2019 this year. 

A total of 13 such criminal cases have so far 

been decided by the competent courts. 

Not a single person was convicted for any of-

fence under the cow protection laws. All the ac-

cused in these many cases were acquitted by 

the Courts in the face of a failed prosecution. 

The Punjab and Haryana High Court in Chandi-

garh, which is seized of the matter, isn’t pleased 

with the status of cow protection under the 

new laws. 

High Court Justice Mahabir Singh Sindhu has 

now asked the additional advocate general Har-

yana, Pawan Girdhar, to visit Nuh district and 

submit a report. 

Girdhar will analyse the situation on the anti-

cow slaughter law and its implementation. 

He will report to the Court on the status of the 

slaughter of cows in Nuh. 

Given the sensitivity of the visit, the court has 

directed the state police to ensure adequate 

protection of the visiting additional advocate 

general. 

It is alleged that the accused in cases have been 

acquitted on account of loopholes in police 

probes. 

A year after the Manohar Lal Khattar-led BJP 

government came to power on its own for the 

first time in 2014 in Haryana, laws that included 

a ban on cow slaughter and cow smuggling 

were enacted. 

Sale and consumption of beef was also banned. 

Offenders would attract punishment up to 10 

years in jail and a fine. 
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The High Court will resume hearing in the case 

on January 10, 2020.

 

Explained: Why milk supply is tight and prices are up 
December 18, 2019 12:12:26 pm 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/extended-monsoon-3-yr-run-of-low-prices-why-milk-supply-is-tight-

and-prices-are-now-up-6170280/ 

 

n Saturday (December 14), the two 

dairy majors, Gujarat Cooperative Milk 

Marketing Federation (GCMMF), better 

known as Amul, and Mother Dairy, which is 

owned by the National Dairy Development 

Board (NDDB), raised the maximum retail 

prices of their milk pouches by Rs 2 per litre. 

This was the second time this year that Mother 

Dairy and Amul have raised prices. 

In Delhi NCR, the price of a litre of full cream 

milk has risen from Rs 46 on February 1, 2014 to 

Rs 56 now; while the price of a litre of toned 

milk has risen in this same period from Rs 36 to 

Rs 46. 

The rise in milk prices reflects rising consumer 

food inflation, which in November touched 

10.01%, the first time it has crossed single digits 

since December 2013. Both cooperative and pri-

vate dairies have reported 4%-5% lower pro-

curement so far this fiscal compared to 2018-

19. 

GCMMF unions alone, perhaps, for the first 

time, have recorded a 5%-6% drop in milk col-

lection, despite paying Rs 100-110 more per kg 

fat to their 30 lakh-odd producers. Meanwhile, 

skimmed milk powder prices have roughly dou-

bled to Rs 300 per kg levels in the last one year. 

The reasons for the tightness in supply may be 

partly weather-related and partly structural. 

The “flush” season for milk — when production 

by animals goes up due to better fodder and 

water availability, besides lower temperatures 

and humidity — is normally from October till 

March. 

This time, the flush has been delayed because 

of excess rains from September through No-

vember. 

“It has been raining intermittently, so much so 

that even the open fields where animals graze 

are waterlogged. The fodder isn’t coming up, as 

the water has to go down first for that. Now 

that the winter has set in and the rains have 

also subsided, the flush should take off,” the 

chairman of a leading South-based private sec-

tor dairy company said in a report published 

earlier in The Indian Express. 

There are structural reasons, too. 

According to R S Sodhi, managing director of 

GCMMF, the extended three-year period of low 

prices has resulted in farmers reducing herd 

sizes, and under-investing in animal nutrition 

and health. The cost of maize, cottonseed oil 

cake, de-oiled rice bran and other feed ingredi-

ents has also increased. 

 

O 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/extended-monsoon-3-yr-run-of-low-prices-why-milk-supply-is-tight-and-prices-are-now-up-6170280/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/extended-monsoon-3-yr-run-of-low-prices-why-milk-supply-is-tight-and-prices-are-now-up-6170280/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/after-onion-milk-price-hike-is-new-headache-for-government-food-inflation-6169021/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/after-onion-milk-price-hike-is-new-headache-for-government-food-inflation-6169021/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/after-onion-milk-price-hike-is-new-headache-for-government-food-inflation-6169021/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/after-onion-milk-price-hike-is-new-headache-for-government-food-inflation-6169021/
https://indianexpress.com/


Maharashtra’s first all-women dairy co-operative opens for business 
Dec 17, 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/maharashtras-first-all-women-dairy-co-operative-

opens-for-business/articleshow/72785220.cms?UTM_Source=Google_Newsstand&UTM_Cam-

paign=RSS_Feed&UTM_Medium=Referral 

une: The first all-women dairy co-opera-

tive in the state, Maval Dairy Farmer Ser-

vices Producer Company Ltd, opened for 

business on Monday. 

“Today is the day we waited each day for the 

last four years,” Radhatai Jagtap, the vice-chair-

man of the company, said during the opening of 

the enterprise while her colleagues in the crowd 

listened to her in rapt attention and her board 

members nodded in agreement from the front 

row seat. 

The seeds of this dream were sown some four 

years back when a team of officials from Tata 

Power met Radhatai and her few colleagues to 

possibly form a dairy co-operative in Maharash-

tra. Since then it has been a story of chipping 

away at the dream, one day at a time — all the 

while selling a story of hope and gaining equity. 

The share capital of the firm was Rs 1,000 per 

member, all of them farmers. Today, a new 

membership to the firm costs Rs 5000, for 

which the 1,200 incumbent women members 

have all paid too. 

It was not a simple journey, the women mem-

bers said, while recounting the several chal-

lenges, including multiple clearances, bureau-

cratic laxity and general non-belief among the 

constituents. All of these, however, were over-

come by the help from officials, MPs, MLAs, 

Tata Power and the project partner — ALC In-

dia’s intervention, they added. 

“We told them again and again that once the 

farmers become the owner of the produce, they 

will realise better money for their efforts,” Bha-

rati Shinde, chairman, Maval Dairy Farmer Ser-

vices Producer Company Ltd, said. 

At present, the co-operative is procuring 6,000 

litres of milk per day from 26 villages. “The aim 

is to expand this to a 50,000 litres per day and 

also make more milk products out of the pro-

duce for better realisations,” Shinde said. 

The woman’s team — all of whom had no expo-

sure to formal business — were trained in en-

terprise building, soft skills, corporate govern-

ance by a team of ALC India and Tata Power of-

ficials. “The milk will be initially sold in Pune un-

der the Creyo brand and will be targeted at pre-

mium customers, housing societies and hotels,” 

said GV Krishna Gopal, co-founder, ALC India. 

 

Banas Dairy procures record 68.93 LLPD milk 
Dec 17, 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/banas-dairy-procures-record-68-93-llpd-milk/arti-

cleshow/72775820.cms 

ALANPUR: The Banaskantha District Co-

operative Milk Producers’ Union Ltd, 

popularly known as Banas Dairy has reg-

istered a new record in milk procurement. 

Asia’s largest dairy union has procured 68.93 

lakh litres milk per day (LLPD) up against 68.89 

LLPD which it had procured last year, Banas 

Dairy’s chairman Shankar Chaudhary said on 

Monday. 

Chaudhary said that the new record in milk pro-

curement became possible because of hard 
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work of women, who are the backbone of the 

procurement network. “Dhanera taluka in 

Banaskantha this year has been highest milk 

supplier to our dairy. Being on Rajasthan bor-

der, it has benefit to get the milk from the 

neighbouring state as well,” he said, adding that 

the dairy union is planning to add Dhanera cen-

tre as a “dairy unit” - a status of branch of the 

largest dairy. 

He also appreciated Union government’s deci-

sion of considering the appeal of women milk 

producers by refusing to sign the Regional Com-

prehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) agree-

ment. 

“RCEP would have ruined rural economy of our 

district which is largely dependent on dairy 

farming,” he said. Dairy’s in-charge managing 

director Kamraj Chaudhary termed Monday as a 

day when the dairy added additional feather in 

its cap by breaking all the previous records of 

milk procurement. 

 

Maharashtra's First All-women Dairy Backed By Tata Power 
December 16, 2019 19:33 IST 

https://www.republicworld.com/business-news/india-business/maharashtras-first-all-women-dairy-backed-by-

tata-power.html 

 

n a bid to help Maharashtra government 

take another step towards development, 

Tata Power provided financial backing in 

launching the state’s first all-women Dairy in 

Maval, Pune. Its products will be sold under the 

brand name ‘Creyo’ said an official on Decem-

ber 16.  

In 2015 Maval Dairy Farmer Services Producer 

Co Ltd started its operation at a small scale with 

334 women members, has now become a full-

fledged corporation with around 1,200 women 

workers. 
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India's stand at RCEP to help vulnerable sectors: Commerce Min 
Dec 16, 2019 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/indias-stand-at-rcep-to-help-vulnerable-sectors-com-

merce-min/articleshow/72769045.cms 

ew Delhi, Dec 16 () India's stand not to 

join the Regional Comprehensive Eco-

nomic Partnership (RCEP) deal will help 

vulnerable sectors, including dairy and farmers 

as well as small manufacturers who would have 

been "threatened" by the RCEP rules, the Com-

merce and Industry Ministry said on Monday. 

"In order to ensure interests of the Indian in-

dustry and farmers in FTAs India successfully 

laid out its stand in Regional Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership (RCEP). India's key con-

cerns were not addressed. India took a strong 

stance to protect the interest of domestic pro-

ducers. 

"This decision will help vulnerable sectors in-

cluding farmers and the dairy sector as well as 

small manufacturers, who would have been 

threatened by RCEP rules," the ministry said in a 

statement highlighting its initiatives and 

achievements of the 2019 year. 

It said India has also secured agreement for re-

view of ASEAN FTA (ASEAN-India Free Trade 

Area-AIFTA) after repeated follow up, which will 

help in removing rules that affect Indian pro-

ducers and exporters and will also promote In-

dian exports and Make in India. 

On the India-Mauritius Comprehensive Eco-

nomic Cooperation and Partnership Agreement 

(CECPA), the ministry said its completion of ne-

gotiation will enable trade promotion between 

the two countries. 

The ministry also informed that the Multi-

Modal Transportation of Goods Bill, 2019 which 

aims at facilitating the movement of goods for 

exports, imports and domestic trade, has been 

finalised for approval and will help to fix ac-

countability and liabilities for violation of its 

provisions. RSN MR MR. 

Telangana Govt Hikes Milk and Liquor Prices; Jagan Reddy Says Liquor Sales Decreased by 

23% in Andhra 
December 16, 2019, 11:28 PM IST 

https://www.news18.com/news/india/telangana-govt-hikes-milk-and-liquor-prices-jagan-reddy-says-liquor-sales-

decreased-by-23-in-andhra-2426483.html 

 

yderabad: A day after increasing the 

price of milk, Telangana government 

on Monday increased liquor rates. 

The price of government-owned ‘Vijaya’ milk in-

creased by Rs 2 per litre and will now cost Rs 42 

per litre. The new rates will be effective from 

Monday. 

Due to the price rise, the Telangana State Dairy 

Development Corporative Federation Limited 

(TSDDCFL) will earn an additional revenue of Rs 

1.87 crore per annum. 

The Telangana government also increased the 

prices of liquor by 10 per cent, which will be ef-

fective from Tuesday. 
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Price of beer has been increased by Rs 10 to Rs 

20, depending upon the brand. 

The increase in price of Indian brands is more 

than the increase in price of foreign brands. 

Excise department officials estimate that after 

the increased prices, the state exchequer will 

generate an additional Rs 350 crore every 

month. 

The increase in liquor price has been done in 

view of the upcoming festive season. 

Meanwhile, the Andhra Pradesh government-

led by Jagan Mohan Reddy discussed its new ex-

cise policy. 

Speaking in the state assembly, Chief Minister 

Jagan Mohan Reddy claimed that during the 

tenure of Telugu Desam Party (TDP), there were 

4,380 liquor shops. Currently, there are 3,456 

liquor shops in the state. 

The CM claimed that alcohol consumption in 

the state had declined by 23.63 per cent. 

 

Milk prices set to increase in Telangana 
December 16, 2019  

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/milk-prices-set-to-increase-in-telangana/arti-

cle30320455.ece 

ijaya Dairy, a cooperative player, has 

announced increase of Rs 2 a litre in 

the State, while other dairies are plan-

ning to increase the prices as well 

Following the national trend, milk prices in Tel-

angana has seen an increase. 

Vijaya Dairy, a cooperative player, has an-

nounced increase of Rs 2 a litre in the State. 

Other dairies too are planning to increase the 

price. Beginning today, Vijaya Dairy has decided 

to increase the price from Rs 42 to Rs 44 a litre. 

The increase is expected to fetch an additional 

income of about Rs 2 crore to the cooperative 

dairy. 

“There is a huge demand-supply gap. Scores of 

small and medium dairies have been shut down 

in the last few years, owing to sharp increase in 

cost of production and almost stagnant pro-

curement prices. This (price increase) is waiting 

to happen,” Bal Reddy, President of Progressive 

Dairy Farmers’ Association, told BusinessLine. 

“We hope the price increase will be passed on 

to the farmer,” he said. 

Industry experts still expect scope for further in-

crease in the prices. “There was a glut some 

time ago. But the supply has come down subse-

quently. Procurement of milk has seen a 25 per 

cent decline in Maharashtra, 20 per cent decline 

in Tamil Nadu and 10 per cent each in Andhra 

Pradesh and Telangana,” a top executive of a 

private dairy said. 

“The shortage of supply is showing now and 

prices are in for a course correction to meet the 

demand-supply equation,” he added . 

 

 

 

 

 

V 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/milk-prices-set-to-increase-in-telangana/article30320455.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/milk-prices-set-to-increase-in-telangana/article30320455.ece


After onion brings tears to eyes, Amul, Mother Dairy raise prices; why milk rates may not 

fall soon 
December 16, 2019 6:24:29 PM 

https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/after-onion-brings-tears-to-eyes-amul-mother-dairy-raise-prices-why-

milk-rates-may-not-fall-soon/1795200/ 

ven as the government takes steps to 

check rising onion prices, major dairy 

companies have increased rates of vari-

ous pouch milk variants. The prices have been 

increased by Rs 2-3 per litre by the Gujarat Co-

operative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF) 

better known as Amul, and the National Dairy 

Development Board-owned Mother Dairy. It’s 

the second hike in milk prices in the current 

year by these companies. The experts are of the 

view that the hike in prices of milk indicates the 

return of food inflation. In addition, it may take 

a longer time for the situation of milk supply to 

improve, unlike onion rates that may decline af-

ter March. 

In over five years of the government, the total 

increase has been merely Rs 8 per litre. How-

ever, half of the price increase came in the last 

seven months. Rising food prices pushed the re-

tail inflation in November to an over a three-

year high of 5.54 per cent, while the industrial 

sector output shrank for the third month in a 

row by 3.8 per cent in October, indicating a 

deepening slowdown in the economy. 

Writing in The Indian Express, Harish Damo-

daran said that the average procurement price 

paid to milk producers by GCMMF unions, for 

example, increased from Rs 298 per kg of fat in 

FY09 to Rs 535 in FY14. In the case of full-cream 

milk containing 6 per cent fat and 9 per cent 

solids-not-fat, the increase is from Rs 18.42 to 

Rs 33.06 per litre or 79.5 per cent. 

The average producer price has increased by a 

mere Rs 155 to Rs 690 per kg fat or Rs 42.64 per 

litre in FY19 since FY14. It amounts to a hike of 

29 per cent in more than five years. Meanwhile, 

Amul on Saturday raised milk prices by Rs 2 per 

litre in Gujarat, Delhi-NCR, West Bengal and 

Maharashtra. Similarly, Mother Dairy also an-

nounced an increase in milk prices by up to Rs 3 

per litre in Delhi-NCR due to lower supply and 

rise in procurement cost. 

 

Stocks of dairy firms up after Amul, Mother Dairy hike milk prices 
Updated: 16 Dec 2019, 01:07 PM IST 

https://www.livemint.com/market/stock-market-news/stocks-of-dairy-firms-up-after-amul-mother-dairy-hike-

milk-prices-11576481562041.html 

 

ew Delhi: Shares of dairy companies 

rose on Monday on hopes these firms 

would follow Amul and Mother Dairy 

in increasing milk prices. 

At 12:30 pm, shares of Heritage Foods Ltd were 

up 1.5% at ₹340 per share. Kwality Ltd, Prabhat 

Dairy Ltd, Parag Milk Foods Ltd and Umang 

Dairies Ltd rose 0.3-4.6%. 

The Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Feder-

ation (GCMMF), which markets dairy products 
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under the brand name Amul, hiked milk prices 

by ₹2 per litre in Ahmedabad and Saurashtra 

markets of Gujarat, Delhi-NCR, West Bengal, 

Mumbai and Maharashtra. 

Mother Dairy also raised prices of milk in Delhi-

NCR by up to ₹3 per litre. 

“In the last three years, Amul has made only 

two price revision for pouch milk, which is 

only ₹4 per litre and less than 3% per annum in-

crease in the MRP (minimum retail price). The 

price increase in milk is much lower than aver-

age food inflation. This year the price of cattle 

feed has increased by more than 35%," Amul 

said statement. 

According to ANI, due to increase in cattle feed 

and other input costs, the member unions of 

Amul have increased milk procurement price in 

the range of ₹100 to ₹110 per kg fat, which is 

more than 15% increase over last year for the 

36 lakh milk producers of Gujarat. 

 

Mother Dairy Hikes Milk Price In Delhi From Today 
December 15, 2019 16:50 IST 

https://www.ndtv.com/business/milk-price-today-news-onion-price-after-onion-milk-prices-set-to-be-raised-by-

up-to-rs-3-per-litre-2149189 

 

fter soaring onions prices made head-

lines, milk is set to soon become 

dearer as major processing firms have 

decided to hike prices by up to Rs 3 per litre on 

the back of constrained supply. 

Accordingly, the expected rise is in line with the 

retail food inflation trajectory which is in an up-

ward trend, as the supply of perishable items 

has been adversely impacted due to weather-

related conditions such as flooding and ex-

tended monsoon. 
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Last week, the Consumer Price Index (CPI) - 

which gauges retail inflation - showed a year-

on-year (YoY) rise of 3.46 per cent in milk and 

milk products in November. 

Incidentally, the milk price component in 

wholesale price index has shown an upward tra-

jectory for the past seven years. This has meant 

that consumers have been paying higher prices 

for milk every year. 

According to Mother Dairy, adverse climatic 

conditions have resulted in a significant in-

crease in the prices of feed and fodder. 

"This has impacted the prices paid to the milk 

producers. The raw milk prices, which in a nor-

mal year come down during winter months, 

have firmed up substantially," the company said 

in a statement. 

"The prices paid to milk producers have in-

creased by about Rs 6 per kg in the last few 

months, up by almost 20 per cent than the cor-

responding period last year," it added.  

"Mother Dairy is compelled to raise its milk 

prices in Delhi NCR for all its milk variants with 

effect from December 15, 2019." 

This is fourth increase in milk prices by the co-

operative in last three years. The prices have 

been revised upwards in March and October 

2017, and in May and December 2019. 

Another major producer, Gujarat Co-operative 

Milk Marketing Federation - which markets 

dairy products under brand name Amul - has 

decided to revise the milk prices by Rs 2 per li-

tre in Gujarat, Delhi NCR, West Bengal, Mumbai 

and Maharashtra from Sunday. 

"It is worthwhile to note that in the last 3 years 

Amul has made only two price revision for 

pouch milk which is only Rs 4 per litre and less 

than 3 per cent per annum increase in MRP. The 

price increase in milk is much lower than aver-

age food inflation," the company said in a state-

ment. 

"This year the price of cattle feed has increased 

by more than 35 per cent. Considering increase 

in cattle feed and other input costs, our mem-

ber unions have increased milk procurement 

price in the range of Rs 100 to Rs 110 per kg fat 

which is more than 15 per cent increase than 

last year for the 36 lakh milk producers of Guja-

rat." 

Lately, weather-related phenomena have 

pushed food prices higher, thereby pushing 

consumer and wholesale inflation higher. 

Recently, data from the National Statistical Of-

fice (NSO) showed that the Consumer Food 

Price Index (CFPI) rose 10.01 per cent in Novem-

ber as against an expansion of 7.89 per cent in 

the previous month. It had contracted 2.61 per 

cent in November 2018. 

The prices of vegetables, eggs, milk, meat and 

fish pushed the retail inflation higher on an an-

nual basis. In contrast, the decline in prices in 

the 'fuel and light' category capped the overall 

food inflation. 
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Better year expected for dairy farmers 
Dec 30, 2019 Updated Dec 30, 2019 

https://www.capitalpress.com/ag_sectors/dairy/better-year-expected-for-dairy-farmers/article_8b0f98a2-2b45-

11ea-b5b4-739db6243ff0.html 

he big news for dairy farmers in 2019 

was a significant increase in milk prices 

— a welcome change that’s expected to 

hold in the new year. 

The increase in prices will probably bring the 

2019 average milk price to $18.60 per hundred-

weight, Peter Vitaliano, chief economist with 

National Milk Producers Federation, said on 

Monday during an NMPF podcast. 

Prices peaked in the fourth quarter, and it looks 

as though they will average $20.75 for Novem-

ber and December. But futures prices indicate 

they will back off a little over $1, he said. 

“It would be nice if the prices would maintain 

themselves over $20 but … it’s better than last 

year and it’s much better than the last five 

years,” he said. 

Prices should average about $1 per hundred-

weight higher than the 2019 average, he said. 

“That means that the bleeding of the last sev-

eral years will probably stop to some extent,” 

he said 

It’ll depend on farmers’ individual financial situ-

ation, he said. 

“But we’re not looking at a full recovery, partic-

ularly for smaller producers that basically suf-

fered quite a bit in the last couple of years,” he 

said. 

Milk prices are driven by butter, cheddar 

cheese, nonfat dry milk and dry whey, and but-

ter was the only item that kept the last five 

years from being a complete disaster, he said. 

Cheddar cheese prices were depressed for 

much of that time. More milk was produced in 

the U.S. than could be absorbed in domestic 

and world markets, and a lot of it went into 

cheese production — lowering cheese prices 

and milk prices, he said. 

Prices for nonfat dry milk are driven by interna-

tional conditions, and those prices were also de-

pressed for much of the last five years, he said. 

Farmers in the EU produced too much milk fol-

lowing the removal of production quotas, and 

the extra milk went into powder production. 

The government bought a lot of it and put it in 

storage, and those stocks overhung the interna-

tional market for years, he said. 

Excess milk goes into cheese in the U.S. and 

powder in the EU. Looking to 2020, cheese and 

powder will continue to drive the price of milk, 

he said. 

The U.S. cheese price is extremely sensitive to 

milk production. From the fall of 2018 through 

the summer of 2019, U.S. milk production 

stayed almost flat, he said. 

“We finally got milk production under control, 

and prices responded,” he said. 

Then, in September and October, production 

jumped an average of 1.3% above year-earlier 

levels and spooked the markets. Class III prices 

and the milk price outlook started tumbling, he 

said. 

But November production was up only 0.5% 

year over year, and daily cash cheese prices on 

the Chicago Mercantile Exchange started to re-

bound, he said. 
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The milk production reports are having a huge 

influence on cheese prices, and they are  having 

a huge influence on milk prices, he said. 

“We’re going to be month-to-month on tenter-

hooks to see what farmers are producing in 

terms of milk,” he said. 

 

How dairy processors are milking farmers dry 
27th Dec 2019 00:00:00 GMT +0300 

https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001354486/how-dairy-processors-are-milking-farmers-dry 

 

en years ago, for every litre that a 

farmer sold to milk processors, they 

were paid Sh28. 

The firms would refine the milk and extract 

cream, butter, ghee and cheese. All these val-

ued by-products would then find their way to 

supermarket shelves. 

In the case of the consumers, for every half-litre 

packet of milk sold at various retail stores 

across the country, they paid an average of 

Sh33 or Sh66 for a litre in 2009. 

However, last year, milk processors paid farm-

ers on average Sh35 per litre of raw milk, Sh7 

more than the Sh28 they paid in 2009. 

Meanwhile, consumers forked out an additional 

Sh38 for the same quantity of processed milk, 

according to official data. 

While retail prices for milk went up by 57 per 

cent in the nine years to 2018, farmers who de-

livered milk to processors during this period 

saw their earnings increase by a slower rate of 

26 per cent. 

Everyone else in the dairy supply chain has been 

having a party except farmers and consumers, 

with the former receiving little for their sweat 

and the latter paying through the nose for a 

pint of milk. 

Prices of many goods and services did change 

during the nine years to 2018, including dairy 

products, however, the farmers’ share in the in-

crease has been limited.  

The high cost of living might have hurt Kenyans, 

but it has devastated dairy farmers whose pro-

duce has continued to fetch very little from pro-

cessors. 

It was even better for milk processors and other 

market intermediaries during the dry season. 

After a crippling drought in 2017, non-produc-

ers benefited from a 79 per cent price increase, 

while farmers only managed a 39 per cent in-

crease despite digging deeper into their pockets 

to ensure supply of the critical commodity.  

But with the cost of living - measured by track-

ing the changes in prices of certain essential 

consumer products - increasing by more than 

60 per cent, farmers have seen the little they 

might have gained from the price increase 

wiped out. 

Data from the Kenya National Bureau of Statis-

tics (KNBS) has also confirmed what has since 

turned into a crisis, with milk farmers in some 

parts of the country struggling to make ends 

meet after some leading milk processors de-

cided to reduce prices they paid farmers citing 

an oversupply of the produce. 
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Following the milk glut, some farmers are re-

ported to have poured thousands of litres down 

the drain, even as consumers around the coun-

try continue to pay higher prices amid the unu-

sual rise in supply. 

Currently, a half-litre packet of milk is going for 

around Sh50. 

Some MPs have called for the import of milk 

particularly from Uganda, to be stopped. How-

ever, given that the two countries are in the 

East African Community, it is difficult to bar the 

free flow of products across the borders. 

Even as some dairy farmers have suffered a de-

cline in farm-gate prices, the cost of animal 

feeds, which is their largest overhead cost, has 

increased by 73 per cent during the nine years. 

The cost of 100 kilogrammes of animal feeds 

rose from Sh842 in 2011 to Sh1,454 in 2018, 

ravenously eating into farmers’ earnings. 

Timothy Njagi, a research fellow at Tegemeo In-

stitute, a policy think-tank, said that although 

there has been over-production of the milk due 

to good rains, the structure of the dairy industry 

and market is also “killing farmers.” 

The industry is dominated by a few processors 

who absorb over 90 per cent of the total milk 

that is available for sale. These processors in-

clude Brookside, New KCC, Githunguri and 

Kinangop. 

This generally means that the processors have 

the bargaining power when determining prices 

to be paid to farmers. 

As a result, there is a possibility of abuse of 

buyer power, with  an Economics lecturer at 

Maseno University, Scholastica Odhiambo, not-

ing that there is a need to encourage more pro-

ducers to form cooperatives to negotiate prices 

on their behalf. 

One such cooperative that has since become 

the yardstick for success in the sector is Githun-

guri Dairy. 

Dr Odhiambo said that as more milk is produced 

with less market access, prices become de-

pressed. 

“As we stand, an individual farmer’s power of 

bargaining is dismal,” she said. 

In some areas such as Nyandarua, leading milk 

processors have been buying raw milk at Sh17 a 

litre, down from Sh30 two months ago. How-

ever, in other regions such as Kitale in Nzoia 

County, farmers have been receiving as high as 

Sh33 for a litre. 

Earlier in the year, regulations were mooted 

that sought to prohibit smallholder farmers 

from hawking milk, a move that would have 

played into the hands of huge processors who 

have been pushing for factory-processed milk. 

The regulations have since been shelved follow-

ing an outcry from the public. 

Farmers might also be suffering from the effects 

of the defective 2017 subsidy programme, 

which saw 15,312 tonnes of cheap powdered 

milk valued at Sh4.9 billion brought into the 

country duty-free. 

In Nyandarua, for instance, farmers told The 

Standard that their milk business had declined 

substantially over the past year. 

One of them, Joseph Gitau, said the move to lib-

eralise the market had made it impossible for 

them to sell their milk at a better price. 

The farmer at Milangine village, who has been 

in the dairy business for more than 10 years, 

says the venture is no longer sustainable. 

“Feeding my family is now a struggle. I don’t 

know how I will pay school fees for my children 

beginning January. It is tough,” said Gitau, one 

of the prominent dairy farmers in the area. 



Two months ago, things changed for the worse 

after milk processors dropped the purchase 

price of the commodity by almost Sh20. 

The processors among them New KCC, 

Brookside Dairy, Nyala and Kinangop dairy fac-

tories dropped the price from Sh35 to Sh17 per 

litre. 

Before this, the milk prices had dropped to 

Sh23. 

Nyala Dairy Cooperative Society director James 

Njuguna said there was a milk glut in the region 

and no market. 

“We have been forced to reduce the buying 

price as there is a lot of milk in the region and 

yet we have no place to sell our produce. This is 

our last option,” he said. 

Officials from the New KCC Nyahururu region 

and Kinangop Dairy declined to comment on 

the matter. 

Another farmer, Jane Muthoni, said they have 

incurred heavy losses as a result of the price 

drop. 

“There was no explanation given by the man-

agement of the dairy processing plants where 

we deliver the milk. It took effect simultane-

ously in all dairy plants,” she said. 

“We need help from the government as prices 

of hay prices and other food for our animals 

keep on increasing. We do not understand why 

they dropped the milk prices.” 

John Njenga, a farmer in Shauri village won-

dered why the milk prices reduced and yet the 

commodity was in high demand. 

“It is common sense that when the commodity 

is in high demand, the price goes up. We are ex-

periencing the opposite in Nyandarua,” he said. 

Local leaders led by Nyandarua Women Rep 

Faith Gitau have now called for the govern-

ment’s intervention. The MP blamed middle-

men for exploiting farmers. 

“They are taking advantage since not all farmers 

are able to drop their milk to the local dairies. 

The government must come to the rescue of 

the farmers and control the dairy sector,” she 

said. 

 

Top NI dairy advisor calls for move to milk solids based pricing 
Dec 21, 2019, 5:00am 

https://www.agriland.ie/farming-news/top-ni-agri-advisor-calls-for-move-to-milk-solids-based-pricing/ 

 

ne of Northern Ireland’s most re-

spected agricultural advisors has called 

for the region’s dairy industry to make 

the move to a solids-based pricing structure in a 

bid to better incentivise farmers to improve 

their milk quality. 

In a special guest column for AgriLand, Jason 

McMinn of FarmGate Consultancy reflects on 

how the costs of milk production compare with 

milk pricing over what has been a difficult year 

for the industry. He writes: 

This year (2019) has been a difficult year for 

many dairy farmers in NI. Our average clients’ 

break-even milk price (27.8p) is above the ac-

tual milk price this year (around 27p). O 
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With so much talk about milk prices and pricing, 

I looked into our average fat and protein and 

milk prices compared to other European areas. 

Graph 1 (below) shows that we are well behind 

in terms of milk solids % constituents. 

 

 

When we look at this graph we can see that our 

processors are paying fairly competitively for 

milk on a per kg solids basis, as we were slightly 

ahead of ROI and Belgium in 2018, and just be-

hind Holland and Germany. 

Milk solids are what we export in the form of 

powder, butter and cheese, not litres. 

Our problem is that we have been concentrat-

ing for the last generation on producing more li-

tres, and we now find ourselves as an industry 



taking a milk price which is below the break-

even point of 27.8p/L (all costs, drawings, tax 

and bank/hp payments included). 

Costs are rising all the time, and many dairy 

farmers have no further room for expansion. 

This is why I, and others, have been calling for a 

change to solids-based pricing. The new pay-

ments may not be A+B-C, but the price incre-

ments for Fat and Protein need to be market-

linked, and not based on an old model which 

was devised when milk price was 18p-20p on 

average. 

Give our farmers the signal to produce higher 

milk solids and they will respond. In the South, 

they have increased from 3.83% fat and 3.33% 

protein to 4.1% fat and 3.58% protein in 10 

years. 

This is the way to add value to our milk pool as 

an industry. Marginal litres has been the strat-

egy for many years, but with feed price/kg be-

ing so close to the milk price/L (known as the 

feed price to milk price ratio), it is doubtful 

whether marginal litres are delivering extra 

profit at current base prices. 

 

 

 

 

 



New Zealand dairy exports to China contribute to record monthly high 
2019-12-21 11:25:1 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-12/21/c_138648004.htm 

ELLINGTON, Dec. 21 (Xinhua) -- New 

Zealand's dairy section led the rise 

in goods exports in November 2019 

as dairy exports to China contributed to a rec-

ord monthly high, according to a latest Stats NZ 

report released on Thursday. 

Milk powder exports to China increased 260 

million NZD (about 172 million U.S. dollars) 

from November 2018 to reach 711 million NZD 

(about 469 million dollars) this month. 

Butter exports to China also rose 44 million NZD 

(about 29 million dollars) to reach 70 million 

NZD (about 46 million U.S. dollars) in Novem-

ber. 

The rise in dairy exports to China contributed to 

a record monthly high of 1.9 billion NZD (about 

1.2 billion dollars) worth of total goods exports 

to China in November. 

According to the report, this is the highest value 

of milk powder exports for a November month 

since dairy exports peaked in 2013. 

Dairy was the main contributor to total goods 

exports reaching 5.2 billion NZD (about 3.4 bil-

lion U.S. dollars), up 371 million NZD (about 245 

million U.S. dollars) from the same month last 

year. 

Milk powder exports had the largest increase 

within the dairy category, up 252 million from 

the same month last year. 

"Typically, exports of milk powder go over 1.0 

billion NZD (about 660 million U.S. dollars) in 

December months, the peak of the dairy export 

season," Allan said. 

"Since the start of the 2019/20 season, we've 

seen higher quantities and prices for milk pow-

der exports compared with the previous season. 

The high this month was mainly driven by price, 

but quantities were also up." 

Local dairy expert told Xinhua that the 2nd 

China International Import Exhibition held last 

month in Shanghai was one of the main reasons 

for the unusual New Zealand dairy export 

boom. 

Berks Dairy Home to National Ag Tech Company 
Dec 20, 2019 

https://www.lancasterfarming.com/farming/dairy/berks-dairy-home-to-national-ag-tech-company/arti-
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UTZTOWN, Pa. — Not many tech CEOs 

spend their mornings in a dairy barn, 

but there’s no other place Brad Biehl would pre-

fer to be. 

“I got the itch to not be away anymore,” said 

Biehl, a Berks County farmer and president of 

farm automation company AMS Galaxy USA. 

A former engineer for Air Products and Chemi-

cals Inc., Biehl returned to Corner View Farm in 

2009 to help his father run the operation. 

To keep involved with engineering, Biehl joined 

AMS Galaxy, which introduced its robotic milker 

to the American dairy market in 2011. 
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Biehl became a technical expert on the com-

pany’s robotics and a subcontractor. He trained 

farmers on fixing their milkers so they could 

save money on service calls. 

“My dad always told me that if you’re going to 

hire someone do everything, you’re never going 

to make it in the dairy business,” Biehl said. 

By 2017, Biehl and his wife, Brooke, had taken 

over the company and were running it from 

their home in Kutztown. 

The company’s board also includes Kevin Hoo-

ver of AutoVent LLC and Eric Hoover of Hoover 

Ag LLC. 

The company is also the U.S. dealer for several 

European ag tech companies — Netherlands-

based Hokofarm Group, Germany-based Urban, 

Austria’s Hetwin and Spain’s FutureCo. 

Not surprisingly, Biehl uses a full suite of robots 

on his farm, which has 125 cows and 400 acres 

of crops. 

The cows are milked three times a day by the 

AMS Galaxy Astrea 20.20. The robot is in its 

ninth year of operation on the farm, and Biehl 

said it hasn’t required any major repairs. 

“It’s only been greased,” he said. 

In the freestall, the Hetwin Astor spreads bed-

ding while moving along a four-course track 

mounted to the ceiling. Sensors tell the robot 

when it needs to be refilled. 

The machine helps keep the herd’s somatic cell 

count low, but it could also be used in other set-

tings, such as spreading sawdust bedding in 

poultry barns, Biehl said. 

The barn lights, fans and curtains can be oper-

ated from an app on Biehl’s cellphone. 

All of the cows wear a GPS tracker, so the app 

can locate cows quickly. That saves a lot of time 

when the breeding technician visits. 

The app also gives health insights by recording 

the amount of time each cow spends on various 

activities like chewing cud. 

The calves are housed by age in group pens, 

where an Urban automated calf feeder helps 

ensure each calf drinks 11 liters of milk per day. 

The machine self-cleans the nipples after every 

calf and the milk lines three times a day. The 

calves drink about five times a day, Biehl said. 

Running all of his product lines on the farm not 

only cuts Biehl’s labor demands, but he argues 

it also gives him an edge on the competition. 

If an AMS Galaxy technician is servicing a ma-

chine on a dairy in Wisconsin, the tech can log 

into the machine on Biehl’s farm to use as a ref-

erence. 

“Being very close to the farm and being very 

close to a cow makes us special,” Biehl said. 

 

Russian Cows Fitted with VR Headsets to Reduce Anxiety and Produce More Milk 
December 19, 2019 

https://news.yahoo.com/russian-cows-fitted-vr-headsets-220029978.html 

ows roaming pastures wearing VR head-

sets may sound like an offbeat idea for 

a children’s TV show, but in present-day 

Russia, it’s very much a reality. Scientists re-

cently began fitting herds with them as part of 

an experiment sponsored by the Moscow re-

gion’s Ministry of Agriculture. 

The Reasoning Behind the Research 
C 
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With research around the world indicating 

that calm, happy cows yield better milk and 

beef than those who are stressed out and 

treated like nothing more than factory prod-

ucts, the RusMoloko farm in Moscow’s Ramen-

sky district took it upon themselves to conduct 

their own experiments on the matter. Based on 

reports that some Wagyu farmers who sur-

rounded their cattle with mood lighting re-

ported a higher-quality beef yield, as well as 

one of a Missouri farmer who insisted his cows 

produced higher-quality milk when he played 

music for them, the Ministry issued a public 

statement explaining the logic behind their de-

cision: “Examples of dairy farms from different 

countries show that in a calm atmosphere, the 

quantity, and sometimes the quality, of milk in-

creases markedly.” 

VR designers and veterinarians joined forces 

with Russian farmers in Krasnogorsk, a city lo-

cated just northwest of the Russian capital. 

There, they brainstormed ways to create an en-

vironment they envisioned cows would find 

soothing and positive. That turned out to be a 

seemingly endless idyllic summer field covered 

with a variety of untouched grasses, swaddled 

in sunshine under a faultless sky of blue. The 

team modified VR headsets to fit the cows’ 

heads and accommodate their vision so the im-

age was as clear and steady as possible and 

then loaded a simulation of the aforementioned 

scene. 

The cows’ attitudes seemed to improve almost 

immediately, with the researchers emphasizing 

“reduced anxiety” and “improved moods” 

among the group. No longer were they sub-

jected to the depressing weather or scant grass 

that made them grumpy. Instead, the VR im-

ages seemed to relax them, which in turn in-

creased their intake of grass, silage, and hay, 

and perhaps due to better digestion, their pro-

duction of more — and higher-quality — milk. 

A Totally New Concept? 

Back in 1908, E.A. Stuart purchased 360 acres of 

farmland in Washington state to found Carna-

tion Farms. He began a selective breeding pro-

gram of Holstein cows to increase milk produc-

tion, which was eventually used worldwide. He 

also believed happy cows were just as im-

portant as healthy ones, making a point to treat 

all his cows with gentleness and compassion, 

with no stress or mistreatment. Stuart also 

maintained that this made them produce more 

and better milk than their counterparts. 

Two years earlier, in a 1906 marketing meeting, 

Stuart was explaining how his pampered cows 

were so productive. A woman at the firm casu-

ally mentioned that “they must be very con-

tented cows.” In 1907, that comment inspired 

what would become one of the most iconic ta-

glines in food history: “Carnation Condensed 

Milk, the milk from contented cows.” The jury’s 

still out on whether the VR masks significantly 

increase milk production and/or quality. If you 

see herds of milk cows wearing headsets on 

your next drive through the countryside, you’ll 

know the experiment was a success. 
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From dairy products to digital trade, the USMCA is a win for Washington 
Dec. 18, 2019 at 2:43 pm 
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his week, Congress is expected to vote 

on the recently updated United States-

Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA). 

With nearly 20% of Washington state’s econ-

omy tied to international exports, hundreds of 

thousands of jobs and livelihoods are intrinsi-

cally tied to our relationships with our interna-

tional partners. Strong, enforceable trade 

agreements have the potential to increase jobs 

and grow our economy. And after more than 25 

years of the North American Free Trade Agree-

ment (NAFTA), an update is long overdue. Fol-

lowing a tumultuous few years, this agreement 

provides continuity and certainty for Washing-

ton farmers and businesses that sold $10 billion 

in goods and $2.5 billion in services last year to 

Mexico and Canada. 

Here’s what USMCA does to improve upon 

NAFTA and why it’s a win for Washington. 

The USMCA makes three important improve-

ments for Washington agriculture. First, the 

more than 380 dairy farms in our state will se-

cure immediate benefits with expanded access 

to Canadian markets. Given Washington’s prox-

imity, it makes sense that our dairy farmers 

should be able to export more milk, cheese and 

yogurt to Canada. Second, it protects our pro-

duce from being rejected by Mexico unless 

there is a clear, scientific rationale. This means 

Mexico can no longer turn away potatoes or ap-

ples unless there is scientific evidence of a risk 

from a pest. Finally, it is a big win for grape 

growers and winemakers in our state because 

Washington wines will now compete side by 

side with Canadian wines and not have to sit in 

a separate part of the supermarket. Canada is 

our largest wine market and hopefully about to 

get larger. 

Besides wins for agriculture, the USMCA is good 

news for the Washington digital economy and 

the 240,000 people in Washington who work in 

the digital sector. Digital trade is an important 

part of our trade relationship with Canada and 

Mexico. NAFTA didn’t even include the word 

“internet” because it was enacted years before 

the internet became what it is today. A key 

component of USMCA is the robust digital trade 

chapter that addresses 21st century trade, in-

cluding prohibiting customs duties on electroni-

cally transmitted products and limiting source 

code disclosure requirements. The USMCA digi-

tal trade chapter will set the stage for future in-

ternational agreements so that the U.S. writes 

the rules on a free and open internet, not 

China. 

Most important, learning from the lessons of 

NAFTA, USMCA has the strongest enforcement 

and monitoring systems ever included in a trade 

agreement to ensure workers are treated fairly 

and profits are not prioritized over worker 

health. A rapid response enforcement mecha-

nism will ensure that facilities manufacturing 

U.S.-bound goods comply with new collective 

bargaining and freedom of association laws. If 

they don’t, they are penalized. After three viola-

tions, goods can be stopped at the border. This 
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will make a difference in the lives of millions of 

workers in Mexico, and will help level the play-

ing field between American workers and com-

panies. 

More than a year and a half of negotiations be-

tween Congress and the White House made this 

a significantly better agreement for Americans, 

including making sure that nothing will stop 

Congress from lowering drug costs. While we 

have several big wins in this agreement, we did 

not get everything we wanted. We wish that 

our aerospace manufacturers could have se-

cured protections similar to those made for the 

auto industry. We also appreciate the signifi-

cant funding for environmental priorities but 

think there was a missed opportunity to address 

fossil fuels. We will keep pushing for these in fu-

ture trade agreements. This stronger USMCA on 

the whole is an important win for Washington. 

 

Pingree launches bill allowing interstate raw milk sales 
December 16, 2019 

https://www.mainebiz.biz/article/pingree-launches-bill-allowing-interstate-raw-milk-sales 

 

 bill that would lift a federal prohibition 

on raw milk sales across state lines was 

introduced in the U.S. House last week 

by U.S. Reps. Chellie Pingree, D-Maine 1st Dis-

trict, and Thomas Massie, R-Ky. 

The Interstate Milk Freedom Act would lift a 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration ban, allow-

ing raw milk to be sold between states that al-

ready allow its sale within their borders. Unpas-

teurized milk is the only food that's banned 

from interstate sales, the result of a 1987 FDA 

ruling. It's not the first time the legislation has 

been introduced — it was also a proposed 

amendment to the 2018 Farm Bill, and a 

standalone bill in 2015 and 2014.  

The proposed act prohibits federal interference 

with the interstate traffic of unpasteurized milk 

and milk products that are packaged for direct 

human consumption among states that already 

allow it. It’s legal to drink raw milk in all 50 

states, and to sell it in 28 states. In Maine, raw 

milk can be sold in retail stores as long as it's la-

beled "unpasteurized," but can't be served in 

restaurants. 

Unpasteurized milk can carry dangerous germs, 

such as brucella, campylobacter, cryptosporid-

ium, E. coli, listeria and salmonella, according to 

the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 

But some consider raw milk healthier than pas-

teurized milk, and proponents say the health 

risks aren't any greater than the risk of food-

borne illnesses associated with produce, meat 

and other products. 

Those in Congress supporting the bill say the 

ban has an adverse impact on dairy farmers and 

trade in general. The advocates also say that 

only Congress can pass laws, not the FDA or 

other federal agencies. 

“So many people across the country want to 

make sure their food is fresh and local — includ-

ing fruits, vegetables, and even their milk,” said 

Pingree in a news release. “Raw milk is currently 

the only food banned for interstate commerce 
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— an onerous regulation that hurts small farm-

ers for selling milk straight from their cows to 

the consumer.” 

Massie said federal agencies, such as the FDA, 

that are part of the executive branch "do not 

and should not have the power to shut down 

trade between peaceful farmers and willing 

consumers." 

"It is Congress’s job to legislate," he said. "Our 

Interstate Milk Freedom Act would make it eas-

ier for families to buy milk of their choice by re-

versing the criminalization of specific dairy 

farmers.” 

Rep. Lloyd Smucker, R-Pa., said that raw milk is 

"a niche product highly valued by educated con-

sumers who understand any risks associated 

with its consumption." 

"This industry is vital economically for many 

small family farms in my district, who survive 

and thrive by selling directly to the consumer," 

he said. “Small family farms have been consum-

ing and distributing raw milk safely for hun-

dreds of years. This bill rightly gets the federal 

government out of the way and decriminalizes 

farmers and producers who choose to sell or 

take unpasteurized milk and other dairy prod-

ucts to willing customers throughout the na-

tion.” 

The bill has bipartisan support from many mem-

bers of Congress, the release said, listing initial 

16 cosponsors, aside from Pingree and Massie, 

both of whom own farms. 

 

 

 


